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ARTICLE XxXI. 


4A Continuation of Mr. Wheatly’s Difcourfes 
on the Nicene and Athanafian Creeds, &c. 


=5)|H E concluding Paragraph of the 
preceeding Number contains a general 
Idea of our Author’s Defign in this 
ZQe3) elaborate Treatife, viz. to explain the 
SN above-mentioned Creeds, where there 
is any Difficulty in the Terms; and 
then to. fhew the Confiftency of them with Senfe, 
and upon what Authorities of Scripture they are 
founded: That fo every humble and devout Soul 
may be convinced, that thofe Forms of Faith do 
none of them imply either any Contradiction or any 
Untruth ; -— Nothing but what he may conceive in 
his Underftanding, and confequently may believe 
with his Heart, and confe/s with bis Mouth to Salva- 
tion, — And now to proceed, 
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Not that he pretends, as he tells us, to bring down the 
Mystery of the Trinity level to common Appre- 
henfions: No; that he holds to be incomprehenfible 
by any human Underftanding whatever. It is the 
Doétrine of it only, with which we are concerned ; 
and it isthe Doétrine only which the Creeds deliver : 
and between the My/ffery and the Doéfrine there isa 
very great Diftinétion to be made. By a Divine 
Myjtery is meant fome Truth not difcoverable by 
Reafon, but made known to us by Revelation ; and 
of which when revealed, we know only that it zs 5 
and not the manner how it is. It is fomething which 
upon the Teftimony of God we affent to in the ge- 
neral, tho” we cannot comprehend all the Particulars. 
Thus the Article of the Trinity isa Myftery ; becaufe, 
tho’ we believe, upon the Teftimony of Revelation, 
that there is a Trinity of Perfons in the Unity of the 
Godbead, yet we do not pretend to conceive in what 
the Diftinétion of Perfons confifts, or in what man- 
ner they are fo united, as all to make but one God. 
The fame may be faid of the Union of the two Na- 
tures in one only Chrift. 

Now what the Orthodox teach cancerning thefe 
Articles is the DocT RINE of them, viz. Thae there 
is a Trinity in Unity to be worfbipped, and that God 
and Man are one Chrif. But as to the Modus or 
Manner —that is the Mystery: a Myftery inex- 
plicable, concerning which they do not prefume to 
teach any thing, 

The Jaft thing our Author does, in his general 
Proemium, 1s, to affert the Credibility of Ady/feries. 
— And that we may yield a hearty Affent to thofe 
of our Religion, he advifes us to keep ourfelves free 
from Pride and a Conceit of our own Abilities and 
Strength, the Root and Source, he fays, of all Error 
and Herefy. He would have us remember, that our 
Myfteries are things which even the Angels defire to 
look into, and yet .perhap are not able to compre- 
hend them. But whether they be or not, it certain- 
Jy becomes us to wait for ourVifion in the other Life, 
and 
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and to be fatisfied and content, with other good 
Chriftians, humbly to believe and adore in this, 

The firft of the eight Sermons comprifed in this 
Volume is on thofe Words 6f St. Paul to Timothy, 1 
Jim, vi. 20, 21. O Timothy, keep that which is com- 
mitted to thy truft, €fc. After opening the Text, 
our Author declares his general Defign in treating there- 
on, which is, 1/7, To make two or three Obfervations, 
and fromthence, 2d/y, To forma Plan, the Execution 
of which may anfwer the End he aimed at in thefe 
Leéctures. His Obfervations from the Text are, 

1. Here is an Intimation of fome Ra/le of Faith, 
which St. Paul delivered to Timothy, and which 7i- 
mothy was to tranfmit and deliver to others at their fe- 
veral Ordinations, whereby both he and they were to 
guide themfelves in their Preaching and Doétrine. 

2. Here is the Apoftle’s earneft and often repeated 
Charge, that Timothy himfelf, and all whom he or- 
dained, fhould always keep this Rule of Faith found 
and entire, and be ever cautious of corrupting or a- 
dulterating it, 

3. Here is a Declaration, that they who do fo 
corrupt or adulterate it, that they who change, add 
to, or diminifh it, err in the effential Points of Chri- 
{tianity, and apoftatife from it. 

On thefe Obfervations he tells us he fhall lay his 
Foundation, and then upon the Foundation raife his 
Superftructure. 

He branches his firft Obfervation into four Parts, 
on each of which he infifts diftinétly. The firft of 
his Subdivifions is that alone which I fhall take any 
notice of: It is, That Timothy had fome Syfem or 
Formulary of Faith delivered to him by St. Paul : — 
Some Draught or fhort Summary of the principal Ar- 
ticles of the Chriftian Faith, methodically digeffed, to 
the Illuftration and Confirmation of which all his 
Doétrines fhould tend, which he fhould maintain a- 
gainft all Oppofers, and a Belief of which he fhould 
require of all whom he fhould initiate into the Chri- 
ftian Religion, Now the firft and principal of thefe 
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Articles, our Author is fure, was Faith in the THREE 
Persons, who are the-one Gop of Chriftians ; 
and a Belief that Ye/zs was the Son of God. 

Having confirmed his feveral Obfervations in fuch 
a manner as to eftablifh a folid and {trong Foundati- 
on, he raifes thereupon the promifed Superftructure 
according to the following Plan : 

Firft then, He purfues the Traces fo plainly vifi- 
ble in the Writings of St. Pau/, through the firft 
Ages of Chriftianity, and fhews from clear Tefti- 
monies of the moft primitive Writers, that Formula- 
ries of Faith, fome Platforms at leaft, or | ines of 
Creeds, were in the moft early Times, even in the 
Times of the Apoftles, ufed by the Church. 

Secoudly, He difcovers, as far as he has Light, 
what was the Extent of the moft primitive Creeds, 
or of what Articles they confifted. 

Thirdly, He fhews the original End and Defign of 
Creeds, or for what Purpofe they were compiled. 

Fourthly, He afferts the Authority of the Church 
to impofe Creeds at firft, and afterwards, as there is 
Occafion, to explain and enlarge them. 

Fifthly, He fuppotes it to be an Obligation highly 
incumbent on the Church that her Creeds be found, 
that they contain no other Articles than what are 
clearly to be proved by the Holy Scriptures, from 
whence only the Creeds muft be drawn, and the main 
and fundamental Articles of which only they ought to 
expreis. 

On thefe generals he is as concife as each Head 
will allow him to be, and comprifes what he fays 
concerning them in the firft and iecond of his Dif- 
courfes. After which, in the five fucceeding them, 
he attempts to fhew, That fo far as the Doétrine of a 
co-equal and co-eternal Trinity in Unity, and of the 
Incarnation of the Divine Word, is concerned, the three 
Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanafius’s Creed, and that 
which is commonly called the Apoftles’ Creed, ought 
throughly to be received and believed ; for that they 
may be proved by moft certain Warrants of Holy Scrip- 
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ture, as the eighth of our 39 Articles afferts. — And 
then in his final Difcourfe he fhews, that thefe Doec- 
trines are effential or fundamental Articles of Chri- 
{tianity, and confequently that the Belief of them is 
neceffary to Salvation. . In the doing of which he 
takes Occafion to explain and vindicate thofe particu- 
Jar Claufes in the Athanafian Creed, which condemn 
thofe who believe them not. — To bea little more 
particular as to the Heads of thefe feveral Sermons. 

In the firft, Mr, Wheatly, after proving the Ute of 
Creeds in the apojftolick Age, informs us of what Ar- 
ticles the moft primitive Creeds confitted. 

In the fecond he proves that Creeds were defigned 
for Rules of Doétrine. He defends the Impofition of 
Articles of Subfcription, He maintains a fecond Ufe 
of Creeds to be for Confeffion of Faith at Bapti/m 
and a third for Confeffion of Faith by the whole Con- 
gregation. He expotes the Abfurdity of Creeds be- 
ing expreffed in none but Scripture Terms. He af- 
ferts the Authority of the Church to explain and en- 
large Creeds. He inforces the Obligation on the 
Church to fee that her Creeds be found, and that 
they comprehend Fundamentals only. To this Ser- 
mon there is an Appendix, containing The Hi/tory of 
the Athanafian Creed ; This is wholly extracted from 
the moft accurate Critical Hiftory of it by Dr. Water- 
land. In this Abftraét the Date and the Compiler of 
this Creed are afcertained, as far as the Nature of 
thofe things will admit of. It is proved, from inter-. 
nal Characters, to have been compofed before the Eu- 
tychian Times ; or before the Council of Chalcedow 
in the Year 451; before the Times of Neflerius, or 
the Ephefian Council in the Year 431; that it was 
not compofed before the Growth of the Azollinarian 
Herefy aboutthe Year 370; nor earlier than St. 4u- 


flin’s Time, or than the Year 4203; that it was com- 


pofed probably in Gau/, and between the Years 420 and 
430; that it was framed, not by Vigilius Tapfenjis, 
about the Year 484, to whom many learned Men 
have however afcribed it; nor yet by Viucentius of Les 
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rins ; but moft likely by Hillary Archbifhop of Arles, 
We here fee the Reafon of this Creed’s not bearing 
Hillary’s Name ; and of its taking that of Athanafus. 
We learn when it was firft received in France, in 
Spain, Germany, England, Jtaly, Rome, allover the 
Weft, and in fome Parts of the Greek Church. The 
Epitome clofes with an Elogium on it. 

In the third Sermon, Mr. Wheatly fettles the Di- 
fiinffion of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; he 
then explains their Perfonality ; and finally demon- 
ftrates the Divinity of each. In the Profecution of 
thefe feveral Particulars he confutes the Sadellian No- 
tions concerning the Unity of the Divine Nature ; 
and the extravagant Fancy of the Socinians about the 
Manner of Chrift’s being made the Word of Gop. 
He fhews when and why the Word Trinity was 
introduced into the Language of our Creeds ; as al- 
fo by whom the Term Person was firft ufed and 
applied to the Deity. The Senfe of the Word Per/on 
is explained, and made to fignify the fame as the 
Greeks underftand by Subjfiftence. What it is that con- 
ftitutes and dijtinguifbes the Perfons is here defined. 
The Doétrine of Arius concerning the Son is briefly 
related, with the Determinations of the Council of 
Nice in oppofition thereto: which Determinations are 
fhewn to be defended in the Athanafian Creed. 

The Deity of the Son and Holy Ghoft are exprefs- 
ly proved. Mr. Wbeatly begins with the Son, whom 
he evinces to be uncreate, being himfelf the Creator 
and final Caufe of all things, Jncompreben/fible, Omni- 
prefent, Omnifcient, + Eternal, and Almighty, And 

as 


+ Cur Author's great Sagacity in clearing this difficult Subject 
appears, among an hundred Inftances, by his Solution of that Ob- 
jection to the Son’s Omnifcience, from his declared Ignorance of 
the Day of Judgment : ‘‘Itno way impeaches his Omnifcience, 
“* fays he, cenfidered as the Son of God, that Jefus declared she 
** Day of Fudgment unknown to the Son of Man. For of the Son of 
** Man the Context fpeaks. And inhim who was Son of God 
** and Man both, each Nature, tho’ united, was entire and di- 
“ ftinct; fo diftin®, that, as to the human Nature, he is faid to ave 
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as he demonftrates thefe Divine Attributes to belong 
to him as well as to the Father, fo from numerous 
Paffages of Scripture he makes it appear, that the 
higheft Stile, and moft diftinguifhing Titles of the 
Deity are every-where applied to him. From all 
which it is evident, ashe fays, that he mutt be of the 
fame Nature with the Father himfelf, and confequent- 
ly the Creed muft be fcriptural in pronouncing, that 
fuch as the Father is, fuch is the Son. 

After paying the fame Honours to the Nature of 
the Holy Ghoft, as he had done to that of our Blefi- 
ed Saviour, and fhewing it to be Supreme, and 
ftrictly Divine, he refutes the Notion of Di/tinétion 
or Degrees in Worfhip. There is not the leaft 
Ground for it, he fays, in the infpired Writings, He 
explains Mediatorial Worfbip : According to his Ac- 
count ** Mediation does not infer Inferiority of the 


‘* increafed in Wifdom as well as Stature: and if fo, no Wonder 
‘+ that one of the deep things of God, which none but the Spirit, 
the Divine Nature, can fearch, fhould be kept, for fome time, 
“a Secret fromhim. From the Divinity in Chrift the Day of 
‘* Judgment could be no more concealed, than the Day of the 
*¢ Week on which he fpoke. But yet if the Divinity, tho’ united 
“6 with the Humanity, could either impart to it, or elfe conceal 
‘* from it, what Knowledge it pleafed (and who will fay it could 
not?) then truly might the Man Chrift Jefus fay, of that Day 
and Hour knoweth no Man, no not the Angels, tho’ more know- 
«* ing than Men, neither the Son as yet, tho’ God himielf be in 
** Union with him, due the Father omy.” In a Note referring to 
this Paflage Mr. Wheatly fays {omething that fecms to imply his 
being himielf a little diffident of this Solution ; as not fo fatisfactory 
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as Dr. Waterlana’s, of the fame Point, in his feventh Sermon at La- 


dy Moyer’s Le&ture, which, he fays, is abfolutely fo. If this be the 
Cafe, I am furprifed, feeing he tran{cribes that admired Writer on 
fo many other Occafions; that he did not do fo upon this, which is of 
as great Importance as any other he treats of: this might not only 
hive fomewhat leflened his Labour of Invention, bu: obliged his 
Readers ; who cannot chufe to take up with any thing that is not 
aviolutely fatisfaétory, when they might fo eafily be furnifhed with 
whatisfo, For my Part I fear many ferious Inquirers will yet re- 
main unfatisfied as to this particular Text, notwithftanding all that 
our Author, or even Dr. Water/and himfelf, has faid, or can fay, 
about it; till they can remove out of it the Words dut and ony, The 
beft Way then is to lay no ftrefs thereupon, feeing, without any De- 
pendance upon it, Orthodoxy has elfewhere a fufficient Foundation, 
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“¢ Mediator to the Perfon with whom he mediates or 
‘¢ intercedes ; any morethan one King’s becoming 
Mediator to another King makes him inferior 
in Dignity tothe King with whom he mediates. The 
‘© Worfhip we pay to Chrift we pay to him, not 
«s merely becaufe he is our Mediator, but becaufe he 
«¢ is our Mediator and God both. We do not wor- 
«¢ fhip him with refpeét to his Office only, but to his 
«¢ Nature alfo: juft as we adore him in his human 
Nature united to the Divine, not becaufe of the 
human Nature, but becaufe of the Divine ; to 
«¢ that Nature to which alone Worfhip of any kind 
“¢ is due. 

The fourth Sermon fettles the Relation, Order, and 
Subordination of the three Divine Perfons to one an- 
other. Here the peculiar Characteriitics of the Fa- 
ther and of the Son are feverally difplay’d. The 
eternal Generation of our Saviour is fhewn to be a 
profound Myftery, and his Subordination to the Fa- 
ther is afferted and explained. Next follows the Cha- 
racteriftic of the Holy Ghoft: The manner of his 
Proceffion from the Father and the Son is fhewn to 
be alfo an inexplicable Myftery. Here we fee, how 
different Communications of the fame Nature may 
caufe different Relations why the third Perfon in the 
facred Trinity is ftiled Holy Ghoft; that he is the 
Lord and Giver of Life; why called Paraclete or 
Comforter, fc. The clofe of this Difcourfe is in- 
tended to obviate the Charge of Contradiction, which 
heterodox Cavillers urge againft the Catholick Faith, 
and to retort it upon them, to whom opr Author will 
have it more juftly to belong. 

| The fifth Sermon is calculated to reconcile the Co- 
eternity and Co-equality of the Perfons in the God- 
head, wicn the Relation and Subordination of the 
Son and Holy Ghoft. In purfuance of this, the moft 
plaufible Objections that can be raifed againft the 
Co-equality and Co-eternity of the Trinity are ftated 
in their utmoft Strength, ‘and with all the Advantage, 

we may be fure, they are capable of. To each of 
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thefe our Author has anfwered with fuch a Mixture 
of Force and Perfpicuity, as can hardly fail, one 
would think, of determining this Controverfy ; un- 
lefs the Obftinacy of Gainfayers fhould, as I fear it 
will, prove infuperable. 

The Unity of the Godhead is the Subject of the 
fixth Sermon. The Text is that famous difputed 
Paffage of 1 Fobav. 7. Mr. Wheatly has affixed to 
this Difcourfe a preliminary Effay, proving the Ge- 
nuinenefs of it. He {tates the Objections that have been 
made to it, and then produces what may be {aid in 
its favour: With refpect to both he chiefly borrows the 
Subftance of what is here delivered from Dr. AGI, 
who has more largely profecuted this Argument. 

In the opening of the Text he deviates from the 
greatelt Number of Commentators, with regard to 
the Spirit mentioned in the 8th Verfe of the Context, 
whom they fuppofe to be the fame as in the 7th, viz. 
the Holy Ghoft; whereas our Author evinces it to fig- 
nify the human Soul of Chrijf, which the Writer of 
this Epiftle, who of all his Difciples followed him 
to his Crucifixion, fays, he gave up on the Crofs, - 
When he has cleared the Senfe of this Paffage, he 
produces the internal Evidences from whence the Ge- 
nuinenefs of it may be deduced. And having both 
externally and internally eftablifhed it, he thinks it 
may ftand very fairly at the Head of -his Ditcourfe, 
at leaft fo far as gracefully to exprefs, in few but full 
Words, the Doétrine, which, according to his gene- 
ral Divifion he is now to defend, viz. the Unity of 
the Divine Nature. I fay to expre/s the Doétrine ; 
for he by no Means depends upon thefe Words for 
the Proof of it, but abundantly fhews it to be clear- 
Jy revealed in other Texts of the Holy Scriptures. 

After fetting down the Catholick Faith concerning 
this Article, according to the Athanafian Creed, and 
obferving that our Adverfaries delight to treat what is 
there delivered with Ridicule, and load it with Con- 
tempt, as full of Abfurditics, Inconfiftencies, and 
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Contradictions, and. as contrary to Scripture, to 
Reafon and Senfe; in order to vindicate it, 2nd to 
fhew how rafhly as well as unjuftly their Calumnies 
are levelled, he firft explains what is intended by the 
feveral Expreffions of the Creed, relating to this 
Point, and fhews that when rightly and duly under- 
ftood they imply no Contradiction. And then /e- 
condly, he proves, that, notwithftanding the loud 
Blafphemies which fome Hereticks vent, the Doc- 
trine here exprefied is the rea] Doctrine of Scripture ; 
-and fuch as Reafon muft neceffarily infer from what 
is there difcovered and revealed. , 

The feventh Sermon is preceded by a fummary 
View of the different Herefies that corrupted the 
Doétrine of Chrift’s Incarnation. In the Difcourfe 
itfelf, Mr. Wheatly points out the Church’s Reafons 
for defining that Doctrine fo minutely, as it is in its 
Creeds ; he explains thofe Verficles of the Athanafian 
Creed, that particularly contain it; he fhews what 
Perfon, or who, was incarnate, and why the Son 
was fo rather than the Father or the Holy Ghoff ; at the 
fame time he makes it appear to be a moft unwar- 
rantable Prefumption to enquire into the Ground or 
Modus of that CEconomy. The Reality of Chrift’s 
human Nature is afterwards demonftrated, as likewife 
of his Conception by the Holy Ghoft ; and in vir- 
tue of this laft he is fhewn to be the Son of God, as 
Man. Chrift’s reafonable Soul is afterwards afferted, 
in Oppofition to the Apollinarian Herefy, which pre- 
tends the Divine Logos to have been inftead of a Soul 
to the Man Jefus. The two diftiné&t Natures in our 
Lord are proved to conftitute, mot two, but one 
Chri. And laftly itis made appear, that in the one 
Chrift the two Natures continue to be diftiné. 

The eighth Sermon comprifes an Explanation and 
Vindication of the damnatory Claufes of the Athana- 
fian Creed. At the Entrance of this Difcourfe our 
Author propofes the Objeétions to which thefe Claufes 
may be liable. And acknowledges that when they 
are modeftly and humbly offered they claim an An- 
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fwer. For, he owns, there have been formerly fome 
very great and oe Men, who have notified their 
Diflike of fome Expreffions inthis Creed, and parti- 
cularly of thofe which he has now undertaken the 
Juftification of. And fince there may, as he adds, 
be fome fober, ferious, and well-difpofed Chriftians 
ftill, who from the Objections of others, or Reflec- 
tions of their own, may be prejudiced againft it on 
the fame Account; he fhall, he fays, think his Time 
and Pains well fpent, if with one more Difcourfe he 
fhall be able to give the leaft Eafe to a fingle Mind, 
Thefe Claufes thereforehe here takes into Confidera- 
tion, and examines how far they extend, againft 
whom they are damnatory, and in what Senfe they are 
fo againft any. And then he fhews, that the Scrip- 
tures, in clear and exprefs Terms, condemn all Per- 
fons that are condemned in the Creed. This may be 
deemed a qualifying Sermon, wherein the Author 
endeavours in fome meafure to obviate or re- 
move the Difguft, which fo many have teftified a- 
gainft this fevere Formulary. He will have the 
damnatory Claufes to refer only to feven or eight 
Verfes of the Creed at moft: viz. thofe which con- 
tain the Doétrine of the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in 
Trinity, in general. As for thofe others that com- 
prehend the Compiler’s Proof or Illuftration of thefe 
Particulars, or the Reafon why we fhould worfhi 
God in the Way he has fpecified; an Affent to eac 
of thefe is not of abfolute Neceffity to Salvation, 
The fame is to be faid with regard to another Article 
of the Creed, which is that concerning the Incarna- 
tion of Chrift. 

Then as tothe Perfons againft whom thefe Claufes 
are damnatory, they are thofe only to whom the 
Faith here intended has been propofed; or who had 
Opportunities of coming to the Knowledge of it, if 
they had duly improved them. For it would have 
been, as Mr. Wheatly very tenderly fays, uncharitable 
indeed, to pronounce Men damned for not Delieving a 
Myftery they never heard of, or for not righrly be- 
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lieving the Incarnationof a Saviour never made known 
tothem. Thofe who are utter Strangers to the Go- 
fpel of our Saviour are not included in this Commi- 
nation, This is plain from the very Stile of the 
Creed itfelf: The Words it begins with import as 
much ; Whofoever is willing to be savED, 1,¢. to ob- 
tainthe Salvation which the Gofpel alone propounds. 
This Explication gives our Author an Occafion of 
fhewing what is here meant by Salvation; and the 
Folly and Prefumption of judging the State of thofe 

who never heard of the Chriftian Revelation. 
Finally, as to the Senfe of thefe Claufes, they are not, 
he fays, fo properly a Sentence as a Caution. The Creed 
does not pronounce Deprivation of Salvation againft 
thofe who do not hold the Faith, or Damnation a- 
gainft thofe who corrupt or defile it; but only de- 
clares to what Dangers fuch Perfons expofe them- 
felves, if they perfift in their Errors. Here is no 
Anathema pronounced upon them, no Prayer or Wifh 
that fuch may be their final State; but only a Warn- 
ing what their State will be, in cafe of Herefy or Un- 
belief. Mr. Wheatly fays a deal more to this Pur- 
pofe; all which I believe might have been fpared ; 
feeing few, I am perfuaded, if any, have ever re- 
garded thefe Claufes in any fuch Light as is here fo in- 
duftrioufly exploded. No-body, I prefume, ever Jook- - 
ed upon them as binding Anathema’s, or cruel and bar- 
barous Wifhes of Damnation upon Unbelievers: But 
on the other hand, no more can any one,who attentively 
readsthem, allow them tobe oly Warnings and Cauti- 
ons ; but muft be convinced they are pofitive Declarati- 
ons,what will moft certainly be the unavoidable Event 
of Infidelity in refpect of the Doétrines they refer to. 
Having very copioufly infifted upon thefe Points, our 
Author in the next place endeavours to prove, Dam- 
nation is denounced by the Gofpel on all who difbe- 
lieve the Trinity of Perfons in the Divine Nature, .and 
their Co-equality. This fad Truth being fufficiently 
evinced, Mr. Wheatly confiders the Objection to the 
making Salvation depend upon the Knowledge of the 
Go/pel, 
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Gofpel, from Revelation’s not being univerfal. And 
having demolifhed this trifling Battery, he proceeds 
at the clofe of his Work to demonftrate the Infuf- 
ficiency of Morality for Salvation, without Faith ; 
that Herefy (which, as well as Hereticks, he defines) 
is more pernicious than Immorality;, and, that an 
Heretick is not to be acquitted for his Sincerity. Then 
he informs us, how Hereticks fhould be cenfured by 
the Church. He confiders St. Pasl’s Anathema a- 
eainft falfe Teachers, and inftructs us in the Signifi- 
cation of Anathema. He fets forth the Ufefulnefs 
of the Athanafian Creed, as an excellent Guard and 
Defence againft the Subtleties of moft kinds of He- 
reticks ; he fhews how univerfally it is received by the 
Reformed abroad ; and he expatiates upon the mif- 
chievous Confequences that would in all likelihood 
follow upon our parting with it, under a Pretence of 
taking away Offences, and maintaining Unity in the 
Church: Laftly, He has exhibited a brief Paraphrafe 
of it. 

This Work has the Advantage of feveral very good 
Indexes. 


ARTICLE XXII. 


Continuation of the Memoirs of Baron Pol- 
nitz, &c. 


| aren take my Leave of thefe agreeable Amufe- 
ments by fome Extraéts from the fourth and laft 
Volume. The Scenes of them are France, Germany, 
Italy, Spain, England, and Flanders. ‘The Enter- 
tainment opens with a very particular Account of the 
Confpiracy of the Court of Spain to diveft the 
Duke of Orleans of the Regency, which he exer- 
cifed during the Minority of Lewis XV. When that 
Plot was difcovered and prevented our Author was 
at Paris; and fome Conferences about it having, for- 
footh, been held in his Houfe, he fell under a Sufpi- 
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cion of being concerned init. This drove him from 
that City ina Panic, from whence he efcaped to Ger- 
many, and we find him prefently after at Heidelberg. 
He has given us a Detail of the Difficulties he en- 
counter’d in his flight. We have afterwards a De- 
{cription of the City and Caftle of Heidelberg, a Sto- 
ry about its Capture by the French in 1698, and the 
Occafion of the Soveraigns quitting it, and fixing 
their Refidence at Manheim. After a little Stay in the 
Palatinate he returns to Paris, having received Ad- 
vice that the Stornt he fo much dreaded was difpers’d, 
and that all his Fears were ill-grounded, the Regent 
having no manner of Sufpicion of him, but on the 
contrary more inclin’d than ever to fhew him the 
Effects of his Protection. And now he refumes his 
Relation of State Affairs, and the feveral Bickerings 
between the French and Spaniards. But in a trice this 
volatile Adventurer quits his beloved Paris again, and 
hies to Germany ; from whence we have Accounts of 
Towns, Cities, Courts, Princes and Grandees without 
Number: for of all the Countries of Europe this is the 
moft fruitful of fuch Matters. A Diftemper with which 
our Author was long troubled, and which fuch Rovers 
as he are rarely free of, forced him from Germany again 
to Paris. This wasatthe Mifi/ipi Time, and he tells 
us of his Dealings in that way ; at firft with extraordi- 
nary Succefs, but at length, like thoufands of other 
People, with the Lofsof all his imaginary Treafures. 
Beingreduc’d hequits Parisathird time. From thence in 
his Pafiage to Italy he vifited, befides Places of lets 
Note, Lyons, Vienne, Aix, Mar/eilles,and Toulon; of ail 
which he has obliged us with very agreeable Defcripti- 
ons, intermixed with Relations of many confiderable 
Events that have befallen, or happened in, thofe Cities. 
From Italy we have Memorandums of all the Curio- 
fities which fell under his Obfervation. Here we fee the 
moft fenfible Contraft, Magnificence mixed with Mean- 
nefs, and the Height of Splendour blended with in fuf- 
ferable Inconveniencies, England, we own, can fhew 
nothing like the gilded Pageantry of that beauteous 
Region, 
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Region, where the Eye is inceffantly delighted with 
the nobleft Objeéts : But after all, a wife Man would 
rather want thefe Pleafures of the Sight and Imagi- 
nation than be a Slave, or commute for them the 
more defireable Accommodations of Life. 

From Jtaly this Rambler ftroles to Paris again: 
where we find Mr. Law was then executing thole 
villanous Schemes which made him fo juftly odious 
in that Country, and infamous every-where elfe. 
From Paris he fets out for Spain. At Bayonne he 
gives us an Account of the Court, the Perlon, and 
Converfation, with him, of Mary-Ann of Neubourg, 
the Dowager of Charles II, Predeceffor of his pre- 
fent Catholick Majefty. In this City his Imprudence, 
in talking difrefpectfully of fome People in Power, 
was the Caufe of his being arrefted, and fuffering 
great Hardfhips and Loffes by his Imprifonment. 
Upon his Releafe he proceeds to Madrid, where he 
had Audiences of the King and Queen. His Bufi- 
nefs here was to folicit an Employment: For having 
embraced the Catholick Religion, his Mafter the 
King of Pruffia had difcarded him from his domeftick 
Service. His Expectations here were entirely difap- 
pointed. His Difguft is vifible in the Picture he has 
drawn of almoft every thing he met with in that Ca- 
pital, Neither the Courtiers, the Royal Houfes, the 
City itfelf, the Inhabitants, or the Amufements of the 
Place, give him any Pleafure. Mr. Stanhope, the 
Britifo Minifter at that time, was the only Perfon 
whom he was oblig’d to in that Country. 

At Bilboa, the prettieft Town that he faw in Spain, 
he embarked for Eagland, and in fix Days made his 
Paffage to London. He is in general well-pleafed 
with every thing he meets within the Exgli/> Nation. 
His Remarks relating to us are fome of them low 
and trifling, others of them juft, and becoming e- 
nough. He ftaid here near a Month, and then fet 
out for Holland. His Arrival there was not over au- 
fpicious. He was in want almoft of every thing. 
To recruit himfelf he was under a necefiity of bor- 
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rowing Sums of Money. His Creditors, fufpeéting 
the Security he had given them, quickly arrefted 
him; and he muft certainly have been a Prifoner, 
had it not been for the Generofity of a Friend or 
two. To getclear of the Vexations that furrounded 
him here, he made hafteto Germany, fo that we have 
a fecond and very ample Account of that Country. 
The Emperor at this time made a Journey to 
Prague, with the Imperial Family, in order to be 
crownedthere King of Bobemia. Our Author fet out 
Poft for that Metropolis, to be prefent at the Cere- 
mony. He faw only their Majefties Entry into the 
City, of which he has favoured us with a Defcripti- 
on, ashe does likewife of Prague itfelf. The Con- 
fecration and Coronation of the Emperor which were 
to be celebrated on two feveral Days, being put off 
for fome time, he had nota Sight of them. He had 
a little before he came hither been furnifhed with a 
Sum of Money, by the Affiftance of his Brother, in- 
tended for the Payment of his Debts, and his own 
Subfiftence into the bargain, The Expenfivenefs of 
Prague had already confiderably leffened it, and he 
was obliged to depart, left he fhould be difabled from 
an{wering the good Purpofes for which he received it. 
He went tothe Hague. The firft Vifit he paid was to 
his dear Madam Pyill, one of the Friends above- 
mentioned. As fhe had conferred on him the moft 
extraordinary Favours, he could notavoid paying her 
off rft: he then made feveral {mall Payments up and 
down, by which means the Debts he had contracted 
in this Country were quickly difcharged; and being 
{till pretty ftrong in Cafh, he paffled his Time at the 
Hague, as well as he could have done at the moft {plen- 
did Court. Here his Brother came to him, and they 
fet out together for Ze/l. What became of him af- 
terwards appears in the firft and fecond Volume of 
thefe Memoirs, which, tho’ firft publifhed, were 
written after thefe which I have laft given an Ac- 
count of. In his Way to Zell, he paffed through Ba- 
reith, where he had the Honour of paying his Re- 
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pects to the Margrave and the Margravine. Of 


which Princes, their Court, and Manner of living, 
he has given us a very grand Idea. 

After this general View of the fourth, and laft, 
Volume, of the Travels of this frolicfome Adven- 
turer, I will for the Reader’s Diverfion tranfcribe a 
few Paffages of his Qbfervations on Spain. He was 
there during the Holy-Week, and faw the Proceffion 
which was made on the Good-Friday, from a Con- 
vent of Madrid to the Palace of Retiro, where the 
King, Queen, the Prince of dfurias and the In- 
fants beheld it. Nothing, he fays, was ever fo piti- 
ful, not to fay fcandalous: It feem’d as if they had 
been refolv’d to turn the moft facred thing in the 
World into Ridicule : the Subject of the Shew was 
no lefs than the Sufjerings and Death of our Saviour 3 
but the whole was reprefented in fo burlefque a Man- 
ner, that he was furprifed, why a Court ot Inquifiti- 
on, which very often fentences People to be burnt for 
imaginary Crimes, does not feverely punifh thofe 
that are Partakers at fuch Feftivals, 

In the Proceffion which he faw, ** our Saviour was 
‘© reprefented as big asthe Life in various Attitudes, 
«¢ In one Part of it he was exhibited on Mount Cal- 
“¢ vary, Clad in a Night-gown of purple Taffeta, 
‘«¢ praying to his Father to remove the Cup from 
‘¢ him, which was reached forth to him by a little 
«¢ Angel, that was faften’d only by a Wire, that it 
‘¢ might look as if it hovered in the Air. After- 
«¢ wards other Perfons came with the Image of our 
<¢ Saviour bound to a Crofs, having on his Head 
<¢ not a Crown of Thorns, but a long natural Pe- 
‘© ruke well-powdered, and adorned with a Knot of 
‘* coloured Ribbons. In fhort every Circumftance 
‘¢ of the Suffering and Death of Chrift was repre- 
‘* fented to the Life, and in fuch Poftures as were 
*¢ more comical fome than others, every Image was 
‘¢ guarded by four, fix, or eight Men, arm’d cap-a- 
‘© pee, and bearing Halberds in their Hands. Be- 
** tween every Image march’d the Clergy, and the 
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feveral Orders of Friars. At the Head of the 
Proceffion there walk’d Men, who were covered 
all over with black Cloth, fo that ’twas not poffi- 
ble to fee fo much as their Faces, there being only 
a little Hole made in the Garment for them to 
fee and breathe through, tho’ they alfo made ufe of 
it to blow a Sort of Horns, very much like thofe 
of Sow-gelders. They had upon their Heads 
high-crowned Hats. This fable Company was 
followed by other Men, and by little Boys, ftark 
naked from the Head to the Waift, whofe Bodies 
were twined about with Straw-bands, and their 
Arms tied to a Piece of Wood, which obliged 
them to hold them extended, as if they were faften- 
ed to a Crofs: There was alfo a Company of Fla- 
gellant Friers, but they did not prefume to come 
in Sight of the King, and therefore they ftaid and 
join’d in the Proceffion, as it came back from 
Buen Retiro. 

«© There were Proceffions alfo in the fame Tafte 
during the Eaffer Week, when the Holy Sacra- 
ment was carried to the Sick. The Streets and 
Balconies were upon thefe Occafionshung with Ta- 
peftry. The Sacrament, which was carried un- 
der a Canopy, was preceded by a great Number 
of Priefts and Friars, who had all Wax-tapers in 
their Hands, There was alfo a numerous Sym- 
phony, and a great many Dancers, in Mafks of 
feveral Sorts, leaping and playing Gambols with 
Caftanets {napping in their Hands. And in this 
Manner they danced before the Holy Sacrament, 
and continued it even in the Church, till fuch time 
as the Benediction was pronounced. 


The Baron gives a moft naufeous Account of Ma- 


drid ; « This, fays he, tho’ a very fine City, andadorned 
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with Squares, in which there are noble Fountains, 
and tho” it has Streets moreover which are very 
fpacious, ftrait and lightfome, is neverthelefs fo 
very nafty, that there are fewTowns like it, which 
are ever fo little governed, From all the ant 
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‘¢ they throw out a great deal of Ordure, which, 
they pretend, waftes away in one Night’s time, 
the Air of Madrid is fo-very corrofive: yet I ex- 
perienced the contrary, and was terribly annoyed 
with the Stench of it. But for all this, the daily 
Nufance of the Streets of Madrid is nothing in 
comparifon of what one is forced to fuffer upon the 
Days of Solemnity ; for on fuch Days the Streets 
are generally clean’d, andthen al] the Soil being 
put in Motion, tis hardly poffible to bear it, efpe+ 
cially ina dry Seafon, when the whole being re- 
duced into fine Duft, the very Air we breathe is 
tainted with it, and it penetrates into every thin 

«¢ that one eats.” The Baron fays further, he naira 
an Italian Phyfician affirm, ** it was fcarce poffible 
«¢ for a Foreigner, be he ever fo circumfpec and 
«s retired, to fpend three or four Years at Madrid 
without being attack’d with a Diftemper, which 
‘¢ we look upon with Horror; but the Spaniards 
«¢ are not at all frighten’d at it, for they fay, that in 
many Families ’tis hereditary. The Doétor faid, 
that every thing they breath’d, eat or drank, was 
poifoned by the Naftinefs of Madrid. 
This fcandalous Filthinefs of the Capital of fo great 
a Monarchy is to beentirély attributed tothe Sloth of 
the People, and not to the Want of a fufficient Pro- 
vifion for a better GEconomy, for, as our Author 
affures us, a confiderable Sum is allowed annually for 
keeping the Streets clean, But he fays (as every-body 
elfe does) that there is fcarcely a Nation in the World fo 
much in love with Idlenefs, **In the Winter, they de- 
‘* light to fpend their Time in bafkingintheSun. In 
*¢ the Summer they fleep all Day long, or elfe drink 
‘© Ice-waters ; and they referve their Walks for the 
‘© Night. The Country-people, who in all other 
‘«¢ Parts are fo inured to Labour, are as idle in Spain 
‘* as the Town’s-people : They can hardly be faid 
‘* to till the Ground, for they only fcrape away the 
*¢ Surface of it, and then fcatcer theit Seed, 
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‘¢ The Spaniards being too indolent for Exercifes 
that require any Labour, delight moft of all in 
walking, and in frequenting the Play-houfe, where 
they are.fure with meeting with what is moft di- 
verting at Madrid. Yet there is nothing fo la- 
mentable as the Spani/h Reprefentatioris ; and the 
«¢ Place where they are exhibited is horrible. ’Tis 
«© very dark ; and over the Benches, which are pla- 
<s ced in Form of an Amphitheatre, are the Boxes 
“¢ for the Ladies, who look through Grates. The 
«¢ Theatre is made after the Manner of Rome. 
«¢ _. The whole is very indifferently lighted ; but 
<¢ that (fays the Baron) which difgufted me more than 
any thing, was a common Sewer, of which I was 
fenfible as foon as I enter’d the Houfe, but could 
not prefently difcover where it was for want of 
Light: It runs precifely under the Middle of the 
Pit, and the Stench of it is intolerable. The Ac- 
«¢ tors are very ill drefs’d, and for the generality ve- 
sc ry ill-favoured, or ill-fhaped: The Aéctreffes are 
more tolerable, but not much: The Plays are 
hardly better than thofe who perform them; yet 
‘¢ the Spaniards fay they are excellent Pieces.’ He 
adds, ** What moft of all diverted me was their 
ss Dances between the Acts, than which it would be 
‘< difficult to meet with any thing more ridiculous. 
«s Moit of their theatrical Performances are facred 
«¢ Pieces, in which eventhe Myfteries of our Reli- 
«s gion bear a part: A Friend of mine actually af- 
«¢ fured me, that he faw the Holy Sacrament admini- 
ss fter’d at one of them to a pretended fick Perfon. 

I don’t know how itis, but this indolentand nafty 
‘People, as our Author pictures them, are of late 
rouzed up toa kind of martial Ardour and Induftry, 
through the Influence of an ambitious, reftlefs Princes, 
who is for aggrandizing her Pofterity at the Expence 
of her Neighbours, But not content with fucceeding 
in thefe Attempts, which perhaps we ought to ob- 
ftruct, fhe dares, and affeéts to infult the Britifh 
Nation, and to difturb us in one of the moft valuable 
Branches 
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Branches of our Commerce. Undoubtedly there are 
weighty Reafons which have determined our Supe- 
riors to ftifle their Refentments, and bear, fo long as 
they have, her injurious and infolent Proceedings, 
They are now, I think, become intolerable, and we 
fhould have as much Caufe to blame the indolence 
of certain Perfons, in fuch a Juncture of Affairs, as 
our Forefathers had to cenfure the Minifters of ‘Fames 
1. it vigorous Meafures were not {peedily pro- 
fecuted, to revenge and reprefs them. How the 
Spaniards come to be fo forward to provoke us at 
this time, is beyond my Imagination, feeing they 
courted our Alliance, even when A/beront, the moit 
enterprifing Genius that ever had the Direction of 
their Affairs, was at the head of them: It may bs, 
becaufe they think we have Jefs Spirit and Magnani- 
mity than we difcovered in that Seafon. But furely 
they forget the Courage and Bravery of his prefent 
Majefty, who is no lefs jealous of his Honour, no lefs 
concerned for the Rights of his Sudjects than his late 
Father ; and who will certainly truckle to an arro- 
gant Woman, no more than his heroick Predecefior 
Elizabeth did to Philip 1. the moft powerful of all 
the Kings of Spain, I was led into-this Reflection 
by a Paflage our Author relates of the above-mention- 
ed CardinaJ, with which I fhall conclude this Ar- 
ticle. 
‘¢ His Difgrace-(fays he) happened at a time 
when he was taking his Meatures for accommo- 
‘¢ dating Matters with Exgland;-whither he. had 
“© fent M. de Seiffan, iormerly a Colonel in 
‘“s France, afterwards Lieutenant-General in Po/and, 
‘© and now Captain-General in Spain, to treat with 
*¢ my Lord Stanhope, who was then at the helm. 
“© M. de Seiffan embark’d at the Groyne, after hav- 
** ving been detained there by contrary Winds: When 
‘¢ he was out at Sea, he met with a fevere Tempeft, 
** in which he had like to have been caft away, 
** but at length he arrived at Loudon. He went im- 
** mediately to my Lord Stanhope, to whom he was 
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*s known; and as he was going up Stairs, who 
“© fhould he meet coming down booted and {pur’d, 
« but the very Courier from France, that brought 
‘* my Lord Letters from the Abbot, afterwards the 
“6 Cardinal Du Bois, acquainting him with Cardinal 
“6 Alberoni’s Difgrace. M. de Seiffan, who knew no- 
“¢ thing of the Change that had been made at the 
** Court of Madrid while he was buffeted and toffed 
*¢ about by the Winds and Waves,.went in to my 
Lord Stanhope and told him, that he was come to 
furrender himfelf his Prifoner, becaufe he came 
from Spain without a Paffport, wule/s be would re- 
ceive the CARTE-BLANCHE he brought bim for 
Peace, inftead of fuchPaffport. + AL the fame time be 
produced to the EncuisH Minifter the full Power 
which he bad from Cardinal Alberoni ¢o treat of a 
Peace. My Lord Stanhope did not interrupt him ; 
but when he had done fpeaking, he afked him if 
it had been long fince he left Madrid: M. de Sei/- 
fan telling him all the Delays that happened in his 
Voyage, my Lord gave him the Abbot Du Bois’s 
Letter to read. The Envoy of Spain was thun- 
der-ftruck with it, and faid thereupon to his Lord- 
fhip, that he*had nothing to fay to all this, and 
that he refign’d himfelf to his Difcretion, to deal 
‘¢ with him as he thought fit. My Lord anfwered 
‘¢ him very civilly, that he fhould be forry to abufe 
<¢ the Confidence he had repofed in him, by coming 
«© to him without a Paffport, and that he would 
‘© Jeave him at his liberty to return to Spain , 
«¢ which he did accordingly without delay. 
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+ We'll allow this to be the complaifant Stile of a polite Mini- 
fter: However, it is a Stile infinitely preferable to that which the 
Court of Spain is pleafed to treat us in atthis Day : ’Tis far better 
than Threats and Heftoring. To fend a Meflenger of Quality, 
not only to afk us to be at peace, but to receive the Terms of it 
at our Hands, is quite the Rever‘e of their preient Behaviour. 
"Tis plain they had a very different Idea of us then, from that 
which they now entertain. 
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ARTICLE XxXIIl. 


Two Propofitions in the.genuine and unfophifti- 
cated Senfe of Philalethes Cantabrigienfis. 


ProposiTion I, 


F two Lines have at firft a given Difference, 

and increafe together by equal Additions ad inji- 
nitum; and any Degree of Velocity how finali io- 
ever be affigned for the Increafe of the Lines; no 
Ratio can be propofed different from that of Equali- 
ty, but the two Lines will come nearer to Equality 
than the Ratio propofed. 


ProposiTion II. 


If two Lines have at firft a given Difference, and 
increafe together by equal Additions ad infinitum ; 
and any Time be affumed how long foever ; and any 
Degree of Velocity how gréat foever be * affigned. 
for the Increafe of the Lines ; a Ratio may be pro- 
pofed different from that of Equality, fuch as that 
within the Time afflumed, the two Lines fhall not 
come fo near to Equality as the Ratio propofed, 


* See Republich of Letters for November 1735, pas: 372, lin. 9, 
21. pag. 374, ln. 32-35. pag. 376, lin. 9, 10, 118. 


N. B. Thefe two Propofitions were fent us the laft 
Month, but the Paper happening to be miflaid, they 
could not be inferted in our laft Number, 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


Five Sermons on the following Subjeéts, viz. The 
extreme Folly and Wretchednefs of an athetfitc 
Inclination. God's Government of the World 
a fure and moft joyful Truth, The Dignities 
and Diftinétions of human Nature. Natural 
and moral Proofs of a future State. Preach- 
ed in the Country, and publifbed at the Re- 
queft of a Friend, London: Printed for J. 

and J. Pemberton, at the Golden-Buck a- 
gainft St.Dunftan’s Church in Fleetftreet, 1738. 
Octavo. Pages 100. 
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AZ prove andenforcethe great and fundamental Doc- 
trines of natural Religion; and our Author has executed 
it in fuch a way as muftgive an exquifite Pleafure to 
the pious and ingenious Reader; who will find in 
them the ftricteft Reafoning, cloathed in a moft pro- 
per and elegant Di@tion. This Charaéter will be 
fufficiently juftified by the following Extraéts. 

In the firft Sermon, wherein the Folly and Wretch- 
ednefs of an atheiftic Inclination is pathetically fee 
forth, from thofe Words of the Pfalmift, The Foo! 
bath faid in his Heart, there is no God, our Author, 
after fhewing thata Deity is proclaimed by every Ob- 
ject we have to do with, propofes a Conftruction of 
the Text, fomewhat different from that which has 
been generally received: He fuppofes the Words, 
fays in bis Heart, may denote, not the Man’s 
real Opinion or Perfuafion, but his Inclination 
and Defire. He fecretly wifhes that there was no 
God, and endeavours to draw his Belief that Way as 
much as ‘he can. ~~ From the Words thus underftood, 
our Author expofes the extreme Folly and Madneis 
of fo defperate a With, in refpect either of the Pub- 
lick, or of the Fool himfelf. The Principles of A- 
| tueiim 


4 HE Defign of thefe admirable Difcourfes is to 
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theif are, as he evinces, immediately deftru€tive of 
civil Society, moft pernicious to the Peace and Pro- 
fperity of the Commonwealth. — ** That principal 
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Guard and Support of Life and Property, an Oath, 
can have no Place at all, where they have any 
Prevalency. That folemn Appealto Heaven, for 
the Confirmation of Evidence, the Decifion of 
Controverly, and the Prevention of Strife, becomes 
a quite groundlefs and impoflible Thing. And 
how wretched, how deplorable would be the Con- 
dition of Mankind, as he goes on, was there no 
God for guilty Men to fear, or honeft Men to 
invoke! No almighty and all-righteous Governor 
to protect Innocence, encourage Virtue, and con- 
troul the Infolence of licentious Men. — There 
would indeed be left the Sword of the Magittrate ; 
and very great Occafion there would be for it: 
but yet it would be, ina great meafure, ulelefs for 
want of Direction. For how fhould Evil-doers in 
this cafe be conviéted? No Evidence could be 
fworn, excepting inthe Magiftrate’s Name; who 
perhaps might be deified for that Purpofe But 
unlefs he could alfo be vefted with a Power of 
fearching Mens Hearts, fych am Expedient mutt 
be altogether fruitlefs. In order therefore to con- 
viét Criminals, would it be proper and fate to exa- 
mine Evidencés unfworn, and lay the whole Strefs 
of every Caufe on Men’s bare Words? Suppofing 
the World without a fupreme Governor, this Rule 
muft unavoidably take place ; but every one muft 
fee how fatal the Confequence would prove to all 
Societies. — Again; the Reftraints of the civil 
Magiftrate would be infufficient on another Ac- 
count. For without queftion there are many dark 
Frauds, and fecret Villanies, that cannot fall under 
his Cognizance. In all fuch Cafes Men muft ei- 
ther be reftrained by the Authority of their own 
Confciences, or not at all. And what Authority, 
what Power could Confcience have, were aj! Ap- 
prehenfions of a Deity removed and fet afide, — 
. ' §© However 
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«¢ However lovely, and beautiful, and beneficial, 
«¢ Virtue may be in itfelf; and however odious, de- 
“¢ formed, and deftructive, Vice is in its own Na- 
“* ture; yet confidering the known Corruptions and 
<s Depravations of Mankind, thefe Confiderations 
«¢ would by no means fuffice to keep them in order, 
‘s and fecure the Peace of the World, without a fo- 
veraign Legiflator, and the prevailing Sanctions 
“s of Rewards and Punifhments. To be directed 
«s merely by the Rules of right Reafon, and influenced 
«© by the Charms of Virtue alone, requires greater 
«6 Integrity of Mind, a more excellent Difpofition, 
¢* and perhaps a more elegant and refined Tafte, than 
«6 can ever be expected from the Bulk of [Viankind. 
«s They areall capable of being moved by Hopes and 
Fears ; by the final Apprehenfions of Happiiefs and 
‘s Mifery ; but the Attra¢tions of moral Beauty, and 
«s virtuous Excellence, can have very little Effeét on 
any but Men of Honour and Probity, and indeed 
«< a fuperiorTurn of Mind ; and even upon thefe but 
‘6 little, in comparifon of what they have, when ac- 

** companied by, and connected with, Religion, —- 
But farther, our Author confiders how the Minds 
and Conditions of private Perfons would be affected 
by the Suppofition of a forlorn and fatherlefs World. 
«¢ Under the Tuition and Government of infinite 
Wifdom and Goodnefs every thing appears with 
a comfortable Afpecét. Men never need to want 
the pureft Comforts, and moft perfeét Satisfaétions, 
while God is their Portion. .From bim cometh not 
only every good and perfect Gift which we poffefs 
«¢ at prefent, but thofe pleafing Hopes and joy- 
«¢ ful Profpects which fweeten the Cares and Toils 
of Life, and lie at the bottom of all Enjoyments. 
On this Account, whether the World {mile or 
frown, the wife Man is neither highly tranfported, 
nor deeply dejected. Whatever be his Lot, the 
Peace of his Mind is fecured, and his Heart at 
reft. For his Hopes are founded upon a Rock, 
and his Treafure fixed where nothing can touch it. 
6¢ a But, 
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— But, on the other hand, the atheiftic Scheme 
reverfes every thing ; blackens the whole 
Face of Nature, and involves human Life in 
Darknefs and Defpair. Its better Things would 
yield no Contentment, and its worfe admit of no 
Confolation: Or, in other Words, Adverfity 
would be infupportable, and Profperity joylefs, 
Profperity! The Word is improper, and the 
Thing impoffible, on this mad Suppofition, With- 
out a God, a Providence, and a future State, there 
would be no fuch thing as Profperity ; no Satif- 
faétion, no real Enjoyment for rational Beings, 
No Affluence, no Variety of worldly Goods would 
be capable of yielding any Content to a thinking 
Man. He might entertain himfelf as he could with 
fecular Amufements ; or ftupify himfelf with fenfual 
Pleafures ; but what might become of his nobler 
and better Part? What Provifion would there be 
for the Man ? Should he engage himfelf in the 
Contemplation of Truth? To what Purpofe, if 
he had nothing to expect beyond this Life ? That 
one Truth, if it wasa Truth, would fpoil all the 
reft, and turn them into mere Dreams and Sha- 
dows. Should he then apply his Heart to know 
Wifdom, and practife Virtue? With what View ? 
Should he endeavour to improve himfelf, to purt- 
fy his Mind, and perfeét his Naturé, merely to 
prepare for the Grave, and fit himfelf for a State 
of Oblivion? Would any Man freight a Ship 
richly, in order to provide for a certain Shipwreck 
at the End of his Voyage ? _— The more he pof- 
feffed of worldly Goods, and the higher he rofe 
in his Condition and Circumftances, the more ob- 
noxious he would be to the Fears of Death, and 
the Horrors of utter Extinétion. Whatever Ad- 
vantages and Succefles he met with would only 
be the Mockeries of Fortune; Like Prizes 
befalling a Man who liesunder the Sentence of a 
fpeedy Execution. :, 
n 
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In the like moving and rational Strain our eloquent 
Author defcants on the difmal Effeéts Atheilm is 
productive of in Adverfity. ‘* It immediately turns 
‘© Diftrefs into Defpair, and Mifery into iviadnefs, 

An unhappy Mortal deep funk in Troubles and 

Misfortunes, and ftruggling with innumerable 

Hardbhips here upon Earth, and yet deftitute at 

the fame time of a Protector and a Patron in 

Heaven, is a Condition not to be even imagin- 

ed without Horror. Let a Man be furrounded 

with Croffes and Calamities, Jet him be attacked 
at once by Want, Pain, Sicknefs, Sorrow, and 
all the Varieties of Wretchednefs,; while he is 
convinced that God governs the World with Wif- 
dom and Goodnefs, he never needs to want folid 
Confolation. Whatever he may endure for the 
prefent, he has, or may have, that Fund of Hope 
in his Mind, that Relief in his Eye, which are 
abundantly capable of fupporting him. But fup- 
pofing him void of this Hope, and that Reliet ; 
what would he then be, and which way would 
he turn himfelf? — If we fuppofe him prevail’d 
on to drink of the Cup of Atheifm; how would 
it go down, or fit upon his Stomach? — Alas! 
inftead of alleviating his Sorrows, it would be an 
infinite Addition to them: Inftead of yielding 
him Patience and Comfort in his Dittrefs, it 
would be apt to confound all the Powers of his 

Soul, and drive him to Diftraction. — 

«¢ Upon the Whole, the Thought or Wifh ex- 

preffed in the Text is certainly the blackeft, 

moft impious, and moft execrable one, that ever 
entered into the Heart of Man. It may be look- 
ed upon as the Sum and Subftance of all poffible 

Curfes ; as comprehending univerfal Ruin. A 

Man had better, infinitely better, wifh the Sun 

out of the Firmament, and all the Lights of Hea- 

ven extinguifhed forever. For thefe are all incon- 
fiderable in comparifon of the great Fountain of 

Light and Glory, who framed and fixed them = 

‘¢ the 
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‘s the Heavens for the Ufe of his Creatures, and whois 
‘¢ ever ableto enlighten us with them, or without them. 

There may, our Author fuppofes, be fome Ground, 
fome Reafon, for the foolifh or wicked Man’s in- 
dulging fuch a mad Wifh, fuch a monftrous Incli- 
nation as this, the horrid Nature and Tendency of 
which he has been expofing. He may do fo, as it 
were, in his own Defence. But the defperate Folly 
and Wickednefs of . this Conceit is admirably fet 
forth by two obvious Confiderations ; and the Atheift 
is entirely depriv’d of all his fancied Confolation, 
from the prefumed Non-exiftence of a Deity. The 
Sequel of this Sermon is an affecting Reprefentation 
of the inexcufable Stupidity and Impiety of thofe 
Men, who believe and acknowledge a God, and 
yet live as if there was none, 

In the fecond Difcourfe is fhewn the Neceffity of 
the Divine Providence both to the Subfiftence and 
Felicity of the Univerfe.* In the firft place our 
Author evinces the Abfurdity of denying this im- 
portant Truth, and in the next place he examines 
particularly and diftinétly the Grounds of ir. He 
proves it inconteftably from Scripture and Reafon: He 
fhews that both the natural and intellectual World is 
under the Divine Management ; but it is the latter 
which the Text efpecially refers to ; and it is accord- 
ingly God’s moral Government that he more large- 
ly and particularly infifts on. This cannot, as it 


appears, be difputed on any other Foundation than © 


the irrational Suppofition of God’s being either un- 
able or unwilling to exercife it; neither of which, as 
we here evidently fee, is the Cafe. 

Having demonftrated, by a Variety of Argu- 
ments, that God governs the World, our Author 
rightly obferves, That fhould we go on to inquire 
into the Methods of his Adminiftration, we may 
eafily bewilder ourfelves in a Speculation vaftly too 
high for us. We have all the Reafon in the World, 


* From thofe Words of the Pfalmift, The Lord reigneth, let the 
Earth rejoice, Pfalm xevii. 1. 
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as he adds, to affure ourfelves that God's Govern- 
ment is moft perfeét, in all Refpeéts ; but to account 
for the Direétion and Difpofal of particular Events, 
and to difcover how far they come under, and coin- 
cide with general Laws, feem Undertakings far 
above our prefent Faculties ——-We do not fo 
much as know with any Certainty, whether there 
be any juft Ground for diftinguifhing, as we ordi- 
narily do, between a general and a particular Pro- 
vidence, All particular Events, for aught we know, 
may, as he fays, be fuperintended and difpofed by 
general Laws. For Inftance——‘* The Particu- 
«¢ Jarities of human Life may be {pecially provided 
*s for by a Delegation of Power and Authority to 
«¢ fubordinate Agents 3 by whofe invifible Interven- 
‘¢ tion Events may be direéted agreeably to the 
<< Will and -Wifdom of the fiipreme Governor: 
«¢ and that perhaps in perfect Confiftence with the 
«¢ ftated Laws of the natural World. What Ab- 
«s furdity, what Impropriety, in fuppofing fuch a 
¢¢ Provifion as this for the Tuition and Government 
‘s of Mankind? Can we think it any Derogation 
‘s from the Honour and Majefty of the fupreme 
«¢ Ruler, to inveft certain Beings of exalted Powers 
‘cand Perfections with the Adminiftration of his 
«* Providential Decrees; they prefiding over the 
«s feveral Parts of the Univerfe, while he himfelf, 
‘* who alone is capable of it, informs and directs 
«* the Whole? This feems perfectly conformable to 
‘«¢ that Subordination and Scale of Being, which 
«< prevails throughout all Nature, as far as our Fa- 
«¢ culties are able to fearch. 

Having evinced and illuftrated the Doétrine of 
the Text, That the Lord is King; the next thing 
our Author confiders is the Interence which there 
follows, the Earth may be glad thereof. On this he 
expatiates with a Divine Pathos, that elevates the 
Soul, and excites the moft devout and grateful Af- 
fections towards the fupreme and univerfal Benefac- 
tor, §* If we reflect, fays he, on our a 
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and Circumftances in this prefent World, we can- 
not but find Caufe to rejoice, on al] accounts, 
that we are under the Tuition and Adminiftra- 
tion of the Deity. Confidering our Wants and 
Infirmities, our Frailties and Follies, and how 
unable we are to help ourfelves ; our whole Life 
ought to be Jooked upon as a State of Minority: 
even in our beft and wifeft Period, to lofe the 
Guardianfhip of Heaven would be certain Ruin, — 
We are befet on all Sides, and threatened from 
all Quarters ; are encompaffed about with a great 
Variety of Dangers and Diftreffes.— Numberlefs 
Evils hang over our Heads, ready to fall upon 
us, and crufh us every Inftant.—We are liable to 
fo many Difafters without, and fo many Diforders 
within ; are fo much expofed to the Fury of the 
Elements, and the greater Fury of lawlefs and 
violent Men; find fo many Snares and Tempta- 
tions planted in our way ; have fo many Hazards 
and Hardfhips to encounter ; fuch a Number of 
Infirmities, Corruptions, and evil Habits to fub- 
due in ourfelves; and fuch Force, Fraud, and 
Falfehood to withftand in others; that were we 
depriv’d of the Proteétion of Divine Providence, 
we fhould be left utterly defolate, and fink down 
into the Depths of Sin, and Sorrow, and Mife- 
ry, as naturally as the Sparks fly upward. 
¢¢ But on the other hand, if we confider ourfelves 
as the Objects of God’s Care and Concern, — 
the Scene changes, our Condition brightens, and 
every thing appears with a new Face. — Nothing 
need to difmay us, for nothing can greatly hurt us, — 
Are we ignorant? God is Omnifcient. Are we 
impotent? He is Almighty. Are we apt to err, 
and prone to Sin and Folly ? He is unerring Wif- 
dom, and fpotlefs Perfection. If he be on our 
Side, who can be againft us? If he protec us, 
who can touch us? Are we furrounded with Dan- 
gers and Calamities, Troubles and Trials; info- 
much that our Cafe appears defperate? He can 
“6 extricate 
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* extricate us with the greateft Eafe, and deliver 
‘¢ us ina Moment: For all Nature is in his Hand, 
‘¢ ‘and the whole Creation at his Beck.— And what 
‘© a Happinefs, what an Honour is it to the Children 
‘< of Men, to have, I will not fay fuch a Gover- 
¢¢ nor, but fuch a Patron, fuch a Benefactor, fuch 
‘sa Friend? A Friend whofe Power is commenfu- 
‘< rate to his Wifdom, and his Goodnefs to both. 
‘sc A Friend fo kind and conftant, as never to defert 
*< thofe who do not defert him, whofe Favours are 
«¢ ineftimable, and his Bounty inexhauftible.— Upon 
*¢ the Whole, to be under the Divine Government 
<< is the moft defirable Circumftance in the World, 
‘© To be directed by infinite Wifdom, protected 
‘© by infinite Power, and befriended by infinite 
“© Goodnefs, is the happieft Situation, and the moft 
<< plorious Privilege that could belong either to Men 
‘Ss or Angels. 

We now condefcend to an inferior Subject ; and 
from the Divine Exiftence and Adminiftration, which 
have been our Themes, ftoop to the Confideration 
of the Dignities and Diftinétions of human Nature. 
Thefe are admirably delineated in the third Sermon, * 
Our Author has taken a Survey of all its Faculties, 
The Perceptions of Sen/fe are firft infifted on. Thefe 
belong more or lefs to all Animals, in whom they 
are, in fome Inftances, quicker and ftronger than in 
us, ‘** Neverthelefs how wide, how remarkable a 
‘© Difference is there between their Perceptions and 
«s ours? Thofe very Creatures which have the moft 
«¢ fharp and piercing Sight, how poorly, how im- 
“¢ perfectly do they perceive external Objects in 
<< Comparifon of Men? In him the external Power 
“< is accompanied with an internal one; which en- 
«¢ ables him to difcover that Order, that Proportion, 
“¢ that Beauty, of which no inferior Creature ap- 
«¢ pears to have the leaft Idea. — He can lift up his 
<< Eyes to the Heavens, and furvey the Glories of 
«« the Firmament; difcovering there, and indeed 

* From P/alm vill. 5. 
** every 
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every where, abundant Matter for the Exercife 
and Employment even of his higheft Faculties, 
And this Superiority of human Senfe is not pe- 
culiar to that of Sight. While other Creatures 
only hear Sounds in fuch a Manner as conduces 
to the Purpofes of animal Life, Man is capable 
of difcovering their Proportions, and thereby 
qualified for the Perception and Pleafure of Har- 
mony. 

If from the Powers of Senfe we go on to thofe of 


Imagination and Memory, the Mind of Man appears 


to 


{till greater Advantage, and the Difference be- 


tween him and other Animals much wider. ** Man 
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has an active as well. as a paffive Memory: He 
can for the moft Part recollect, at Pleafure, what- 
ever he has feen; and review any of thofe Ob- 
yects that have entered in at his Senfes; and not 
only fo, but he can alter and diverfify them as he 
pleafes. He can enlarge, or diminifh, divide or 
compound them, without Meafure and without 
End. He can frame innumerable Images that he 
never faw, and as it were create to himielf an In- 
finity of Conceptions that exift no where but in 
his own Mind. And how capacious and com- 
prehenfive is human Imagination? And what an 
endlefs Variety of Objeéts is treafured up in it? 
How rich in thofe natural Ideas, with which it is 
fo daily replenifhed; and how full and fruitful is 
its own Inventions!” Of the amazing Quicknefs 


of its Perceptions and Operation he fays, ** How 
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foon and how eafily does the Mind bring together 
the remoteft Objects, and connect the moft diftant 
Events! How fwiftly does it run through the fe- 
veral Ages and Periods of the World, and carry 
on its Views from the Creation to the Confum- 
mation.— The Imagination 1s not to be bounded, 
or retarded, by any Limits of Time or Lengths ot 
Space: On the Wings of this Faculty we can fly 
in an Inftant to the uttermoft Parts of the Earth; 
we can afcend on high, climb the Heavens, and 
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«« foar among the Stars. We can travel on, in 


s « 


Idea, from World to World, from Syftem to 
Syftem, till our Thoughts be quite loft and {wal- 
lowed up in the Immenfity of God’s Works. In 
fhort, our Conceptions are not limited or circum- 
fcribed within the Bounds of the univerfal Crea- 
tion ; but can pafs the utmoft Confines of Mat- 
ter, and wander on, without Eis], in the unmea- 
fureable Regions of empty Space.” With the 


fame Propriety, Copioufiefs, and Energy, does 
our Author defcant on the nobleft and moft divine 
Power of the Mind, viz. Reafon, or Intelligence. — 


°Tis by this Faculty that we difcover Caufes and 
Effects, find out the End and Ufes of Things, 
and apprehend their Properties, Relations, Confe- 
quences. —It is this Faculty which enables us to 
abftract our Thoughts, and turn particular Ideas 
into univerfal ones; to cultivate Arts and Sciences, 
invent Languages, and maintain Correfpondence 
over the whole Earth ; to form Societies, enact 
Laws, and eftablifh Government. — By this Fa- 
culty we apprehend moral Relations, difcern Right 
and Wrong, Good and Evil; are capable of re- 
gulating our Thoughts, Words, and Actions, 
and of enobling our Minds by the Acquifition of 
Wifdom and Virtue. Again, Hence it is that 
we can turn our Thoughts back upon themfelves, 
and clearly perceive the Powers and Operations 
of our own Minds; that we diftinguifh between 
Matter and Spirit, between our Souls and our 
Bodies, and find the one deftined to Duft, the 
other to Immortality. Hence it 1s that we con- 
clude the Exiftence of innumerable Orders and 
Degrees of fuperior Spirits, exalted far above us 
in Power and. Capacity. — Laftly, Hence it 1s, 
that we are capable of difcovering and demon- 
{trating the Exiftence of the Deity ; of learning 
his Will, and looking into his adorable Attri- 
butes, and fpotlefs Perfections, 
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Having thus confidered thofe Faculties of the 
Soul which may be called its perceptive Powers, our 
Author in like manner expatiates on its Liberty, or 
Freedom of Will. After a View of this glorious 
Prerogative, (which may be regarded asan Image, 
in us, of the Creator’s Power, as our Reaton is 
of his Intelligence) and fome general Reflections 
on the Excellency and Dignity of our Species, as 
it ftands in Comparifon with that of Angels; our 
Author afks, upon the Whole, ** May we not be 
‘© allowed to magnify human Nature, and extol ir, 
‘cas it were, in the Confidence of Boajling ? Such a 
‘© Refemblance, fuch an Alliance as the Text {peaks 
‘s of, demands our peculiar Attention, our higheft 
“© Refpect, and moft joyful Acknowledgments, 
«¢ Though one Part of us be only Duft and Afhes, 
‘¢ the other Part partakes of an heavenly Original, 
‘¢ and claims Kindred with the Angels. Have they 
¢s immaterial and incorruptible Subftances? fo have 
‘© we. Have they Reatfon, Intelligence, Liberty ? 
“© fo have we. Are they qualified to worfhip the 
«¢ Creator, to admire him in his Works, and enjoy 
«c him for ever? fo are we.” Doubtlefs then, as he 
adds, the Doétrine of the Text is well grounded, 
and firmly fupported; and our only remaining Con- 
cern is to make a proper Ufe of it. —In order there- 
to he briefly points out fuch Inferences and Conclu- 
fions as naturally flow from it. 

The fourth and fifth Sermons contain the natural 
and moral Proofs of a future State. Of all Queftions, 
fays our Author, that can poffibly come ander our 
Confideration, the moft important is, whether there 
be not another Life after this: whether we are to 
die like brute Beafts that have no Underftanding, 
or to live again in a future State, and exift for ever, 


Thefe are Points of fuch vaft Moment, fuch infinite 


Confequence, that they neceffarily demand every 
Man’s moft ferious Attention — For the Refolution 
of thefe Queries, in which every Reader is equally, 
and fo deeply interefted, he confiders — The Nature 
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of a human Soul. — The prefent Condition and Cir- 
cumftances of Mankind. — And the moral Perfec- 
tions of our Maker. 

Under the firft Head he enlarges on thofe Indi- 
cations of Immortality which may be gathered from 
the Frame and Conftitution of the Soul itfelf: And 
thefe are, its appearing plainly to be a fimple, un- 
compounded, indivifible Subftance.—- The Excellen- 
cy of thofe Powers and Faculties which God has 
given it.—The greater Perfection and Maturity 
thefe are capable of than they do or can arrive at 
in this Life. —That earneft Defire of Immortality 
which is fo deeply radicated in the Mind, and fo 
univerfally prevails. — The Strength of thofe bene- 
volent Affections which God has implanted in us, 
of too great Force for fo fhort a Duration as that 
of the prefent Exiftence.— And laftly, The Sug- 
geftions of Confcience; which is continually fore- 
boding a future State, and urging it powerfully on 
the Underftandings of Men. 

On all thefe our Author expatiates in his fourth 
Sermon. In the fifth he alledges and eftablifhes the 
Proofs and Evidences of a future State, that arife, 
from the prefent Condition and Circumftances of 
Mankind, confidered relatively, and in Connexion 
with the known Attributes and Perfeétions of the 
Deity. Of each of thefe he gives a fhort Ac- 
count, as far as his Subjeét is concerned ; and 
having Jaid down the Facts, he produces the Argu- 
ment, and points out the Conclufion, which natural- 
ly flows from them.— He fhews,— That there is, 
in this Life, no regular Diftribution of Good and 
Fvil: Good Men being often deeply diftrefs’d, and 
greatly miferable ; while, on the other hand, wick- 
ed Men often profper and flourifh in the midft of 
their Iniquities.— That in the mean time, however 
difficult it may be to account for the providential 
Difpenfations of this Life, moft certain it is, that 
God’s moral Character is, and muft be, perfectly 
clear and unfpotted ; he necefflarily approves Virtue, 

and 









ee 





Art.24. For APRIL 1738, 269 


and difapproves Vice; he is entirely void of all Af- 
fection and Paffion, and can be influenced only by 
Reafon and Reé¢titude ; the Confequence of which 
is, the perfect Righteoufnefs of his Government, and 
the inviolable Equity of all his Difpenfations: To 
which may be added, That he is privy to our whole 
Condu¢t ; intimately acquainted wich all our Thoughts, 
Words, and Aétions: And likewile that the Lot 
and Condition of every Creature is altogether depen- 
dent on him. 

Thefe Truths being premifed, our Author direéts 
how we are to deduce from them a clear and {fatif- 
factory Proof of the great Point before us. And 
here, he fays, we fhall find, that, fuppofing our 
Souls to perifh with our Bodies, the whole Scene of 
Things here below is utterly unaccountable, and _in- 
deed abfolutely repugnant to the Perfections of the 
Deity. 

a then Virtue be in itfelf really better and 
‘¢ more deferving than Vice, it undeniably follows 
*¢ that good Men have a better Title to Favour 
than wicked Men; their Conduct being intrinfi- 
cally more amiable and meritorious. And that 
Virtue is really thus preferable, is, to all intelli- 
gent Beings (and efpecially to God) as evident 
as the Difference between Light and Darknefs, — 
Mott certainly then God will treat Men accord- 
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Wicked in a moft fignal Manner.— But this is 
not done in this Life; and therefore there will 
certainly be another: — wherein this Irregularity 
will be adjufted, and the Diforders occafioned 
thereby rectified. Without Queftion God has 
wife Reafons for difpenfing Good and Evil pro- 
mifcuoufly in this World, and fome of them we 
know: But without a future State he could have 
none at all. Nay, fuch a Proceeding would, in 
that Cafe, be direétly repugnant to all the Reafon 
in the World. Was there to be no Lite here- 
after, every Man would undoubtedly be happy 

Zz 3 ‘+ or 


° 


+ 


. 


o 


e 


6 


“ 


a 


w” 


. 


“ 


. 


o 


a“ 
oc Un 


6 


1." 


ingly, diftinguifhing the Righteous from the . 





aoe a 


2 att Fe BR NB AN I Et i AE ght Rhy Ra AEE OE OE AT 
Pee eS egg er ats. ‘ . 


eee, 





RE EL SS NMS ER ERE RE — 
wel ra : a a i 
res mt 


~ — 5. Bp tA ig a 


ge 








6. 
; 
§ 





























270 The Works of the LrEarnep. Aft. 24. 


** or unhappy here in Proportion to his Virtues or 
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Vices. But fince we find it in Faét very much 
otherwife, the Doétrine before us feems as clear 
and certain, as that God Joveth Righteoufnefi and 
hateth Iniquity. 

Our Author is well aware, it may be alledged 


againft this Reafoning of his, ‘* That the beft Men, 
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notwithftanding their Virtues, have tranfgrefled 
more or lefs: That upon this Account they have 
no Right to complain of their prefent Sufferings, 
fuppofing them not to exceed the Proportion of 
their Demerits.” To this he anfwers, ** That 
however this Allegation may ferve to filence the 
Murmurs of unhappy Men, it no way affects the 
Argument before us, which is drawn from the 
moral Perfection of the Deity, and that Rule of 
Righteoufnefs by which he muft neceflarily be 
fuppofed to proceed in all his Difpenfations. — 
The beft Men, we are told, have failed in their 
Duty, and are therefore punifhable at any Time. 
Be it fo. But have not wicked Men failed and 
offended much more; and therefore deferved 
much greater Punifhment? fuppofing then no 
future State, how comes it to pals that they are 
not punifhed in this World, in Proportion to their 
Demerit ? — To execute Sentence /peedily on good 
Men, becaufe they have fometimes done amifs ; 
and at the fame time quite overlook the Crimes 
of notorious Sinners, is impoffible to be reconciled 
with any Idea of moral Truth. Whatever Rea- 
fon may be affigned for the immediate Punifh- 
ment of thofe Delinquents who are leaft guilty, 
muft needs hold much ftronger in refpect of 
thofe who are moft guilty. And therefore, ex- 
cluding a Life to come, no wicked Man would 
ever have profpered in this. 


It may further be urged againft the Certainty of 


a future State, on this Foundation of the Divine 
Equity, <‘* That the Sufferings of the Righteous are 
** compenfated by that Serenity of Mind, and Self- 
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<s fatisfaétion which their Virtue affords them. ” 
This Pretence our Author fufficiently refutes by fhew- 
ing, ** That a good Man very unhappy in this 
‘© World, and deeply diftreffed, furrounded with 
«© Griefs and Calamities, whofe whole Life perhaps 
‘¢ ig a continued Scene of Sorrow and Tribulation, 
*¢ is almoft entirely difqualified to receive any En- 
<¢ joyment, or any Comfort from his Virtue; Ex- 
‘¢ tremity of Pain and Grief will admit of no Com- 
«* fort but what beams from Above: And if the 
«© Windows of Heaven were quite fhut, what 
“© could a good Man in fuch a Condition do 
‘© more, than fit down difconfolate, and aban- 
«* doned to Defpair? But 1s nog Virtue, in itlelf, 
«¢ fair, and lovely, and full of Charms?. True ; 
<< but he is not at leifure, not in a Condition to 
«¢ attend to them: and if he was, the more lovely 
‘¢ he found it, the more it would grieve him to 
‘¢ think, that he had no Hopes of living to enjoy 
<¢ it, excepting the poor Remainder of a fhoy and 
‘<¢ precarious Life. 

Again, It may deferve, our Author fays, to be 
confidered, «* That Part of our Species are cut off 
‘* before they are capable of contraéting Guilt, or 
«* even knowing the Difference between Vice and 
‘s Virtue. Among thefe doubtlefs there are fome 
‘© whofe Portion of Evil exceeds their Good ; whofe 
‘© little Lives are almoft filled up with Pain and 
‘¢ Suffering. Now, fuppofing no future State, this 
‘¢ feems utterly impoffible to be accounted for ; fince, 
‘¢ upon this Suppofition their very Exiftence is a 
«© Calamity, a Curfe, an Injury. It is not conceiv- 
“© able that the all-wife and all. perfect Creator fhould 
produce any Beings in vain ; much lefs that he 
‘© fhould produce them for fuch an End as is worfe 
«© than none at all.” If then the foregoing Cafes be 
really Fact, as cannot, our Author thinks, be denied ; 
they afford, af themfelves, an unanfwerable Proof 
of ‘a future State--On the other hand, he undertakes 
to demonftrate, that, as the Diftribution of Good 
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and Evil in this Life cannot be at all reconciled with 
the Perfections of the Divine Nature, on the Suppo- 
fal of this being the Whole of our Exiftence; fo, 
on the Allowance of a State of Futurity, the Phe- 
nomenon is eafily folved, and readily accounted for. 
Nay, the Methods of Providence become not only 
intelligible, but manifeftly convenient, fuitable, and 
fit. 

The next Thing our Author confiders is the 
Duration of the future State here treated of ; whether 
it will or will not be perpetual. ‘He alledges a 
Variety of ftrong and forceable Reafons for the 
Affirmative. And he clofes with pointing out very 
briefly the Improvement we ought to make of fuch 
an Expectation. 





The two following Articles were fent me by dif- 
ferent, unknown, Perfons, with a Defire of in- 
ferting them ; which I have done, without the 
Jeaft Alteration. 


2 oe ee oe Oe ee & 4 


Five sEVERAL ScHEMES of CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION, according to the diverfe Repre- 
Jentations thereof in feveral Periods of Time, 
&c. London: Printed for H. WuiTRIDGE, 
at the Corner of Caftle-Alley, z# Cornhill. 
1738. Price 1s. 


. c Pamphlet confiders how the Words of 
Chriit, Luke xxiv. 47. That Repentance and 
Remifion of Sins fhould be preached in bis Name 
among all Nations beginning at Jerufalem, have been 
underftood, and what different Reprefentations have 
been made of them by Orthodox Chriftians in the 
feveral Periods of the Chriftian Church, The Au- 
thor has reduced them to Five: The firft extends 
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from our Saviour’s Time to St. Aujtin and Pelagius, 
i.e. to A. D. 404. The fecond Period contains the 
Doétrine of Chriftianity among Orthedox Chriftians 
after St. Auftin and before Peter Lombard, i. e. be- 
tween 404 and 1141. The third Scheme contains 
Chriftianity as taught by Orthedex Chriftians from 
Peter Lombard to Luther, i. e. from 1141 to 1517. 
The fourth Scheme reaches from Luther and the Re- 
formation. And the fifth Scheme confiders Chriftia- 
nity according to the Truths of Nature and the 
Truths of Revelation, which the Author Lopes will 
in God’s good Time come to be univerfally taught 
and believed, without regard to thofe Opinions that 
have occafionally obtained, 

In the drawing up thefe Schemes, the Author has 
very ingenioufly laid before his Readers the Syftems 
of Divinity that have been taught and believed by 
Orthodox Chriftians in thefe refpective Ages: and has 
clearly fhewn, What the prevailing Opinions have 
been, which in each Period of Time did govern and 
model the whole Body of Divinity. Wience it will ap- 
pear that Orthodoxy has varied very much; and 
they are grievoufly miftaken who imagine it to 
have been one, uniform, conftant Notion, prevail- 
ing from the Days of Chrift to this Time. 

Our Author has fhewn that * in the firft Period 
ss of Time, Chriftianity was Virtue and Piety with- 
¢* out any Mixture of Learning. 

«© In the fecond Period of Time, Chriftianity 
«s was Nature and Grace, with a Tinéture of 
«¢ Learning. 

‘© In the third Period, Chriftianity was Church 
‘and Sacraments, with the extremeft Subtleties, 
‘¢ and abundance of Metaphyfics. 

‘¢ In the fourth Period, Chriftianity was Chrift 
‘s and Faith, being a Refinement on the fecond 
<¢ Period. 

«© In the next Period of Time, we hope (fays 
<¢ he) it will be Piety and Virtue as in the firft Pe- 
* riod; with an Improvement from the beft Greek 
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«s and Roman Moralifts connected and perfected by 
«¢ the Gofpel.” 

This Author has very dextroufly expofed to View 
the Darknefs, the Contrarieties, the Inconfiftences of 
the feveral Schemes of the Chriftian Religion which 
did prevail in the four firft Periods he mentions. 
And then he prefents us with fuch an Account of 
true Chriftianity, in his fifth, as is agreeable to the 
Gofpel, and to thofe Prophecies which have exprefsly 
foretold an End to Antichriftian Powers, and the 
fetting up a Kingdom of everlaj/ting Righteou/ne/s. 

Some may perhaps imagine, that he might better 
have made his firjf Period extend only to the Year 
325, and then have begun a /econd Period, which 
might have extended to St. Auflin and Pelagius. 
And he might have obferv’d, that in this Period 


- Chriftianity was Trinity and one Subftance, with inf- 


nite Controverfy, and Creed-making. Had he con- 
fidered the general Tendency of the Writings of the 
fourth Century, he could fcarce have avoided this 
Remark. 








ARTICLE XXVI. 


Mnemonics delineated in a fmall Compaf, 
and eafy Method; for the better enabling to 
remember what is moft frequently wanted, 
and moft difficultly lala or recollected. 


"737° 


; kn little Piece being likely to be of great 
Ufe to all Nurferies of good Literature, our 
Readers will not be difpleafed to find here an Ac- 
count of a new Art, fo well calculated for the rea- 
dier learning and better remembering of fuch Things 
as are moft frequently wanted, and moft difficultly 
retained or recollected, 
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The Contrivance of it confifts chiefly in reprefent- 
ing Words by Abbreviatures, and Figures by Let- 
ters. The Key to the Art with an Example will 
give an Idea of the Work. The Key is Dr. Grey’s; 
and this Syftem of Mnemonics, the Author tells us, 
was defigned as an Improvement of, and Supplement 
to his Memoria Technica. 


The KE Y. 
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An EXAMPLE. 


Inftead of the following memorial Verfes, that 
are generally received, and found to be of good 
Ure, 


Thirty Days hath September, 
April, June, and: November. 


Sex Maius nonas, Offober, ‘fulius, et Mars; 
Quattuor at Reliqui: dabit idus Quilibet O€to. 


Our Author’s is as follows: 


Ap Se No June-iz: Mar Ma Ful Oc no-p, id-al ; 
in the Reft /.. az 


which, after what has been faid, needs no Explica- 
tion: And the Inftruction, defign’d to be convey’d 
thereby, is, I think, much readier to the Mind, and 
more ftriking, than in the four Lines above; as it 
lies clofer in the former Part, and is more explicit 
in the latter. 

Though this may fuffice to give a Notion of the 
Thing, I cannot help adding a Couple more of the 
memorial Verfes; becaufe they relate to the former, 
and do therewith give a complete Account of the 
Roman Calendar ; fo that a Perfon may thereby, 
very readily, either date, or read a Date: which 
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none of the verbofe Accounts of that Matter, thar 
have fo often been repeated by all forts of Writers, 
have yet provided-for by an exprefs Rule. They 
are as follows: 


(1) Kal. Non. Id. (2) Pridie (3) Tert. Quart, 
(nb) Subftrait from the Day fought 


One more than Ide-None-days,; Two more than 
the Months for the Kalends. 


ARTICLE XXVIU. 


The Divine Legation of Mosts demonftrated 
on the Principles of a Religious Deift; from 
the Omiffion of the Doctrine of a future 
State of Reward and Punifhment in the 
Jewith Difpenfation. In fix Books. By 
William Warburton; A. M. Author of the 
Alliance between Church and State. London: 
Printed for Fletcher Gyles, againf? Gray’s- 
Inn im Holborn, 1738. Odtavo. Pages 
443, befide the Appendages. 


HIS Work is, I think, an Original, founded 

upon a Plan altogether new, and of our Au- 
thor’s Invention. It has at firft Glimpfe a moft pa- 
radoxical Afpeét: but the Pleafure of the Solution, 
in Things of that Nature, is nearly, in compound 
Proportion of the feeming Abfurdity of the Affer- 
tion, and the Value (with refpect both to Evidence 
and Importance) of the Truth concealed under the 
apparent Contradiction. 

The Reader therefore muft be highly furpris’d 
and delighted, when he perceives the celeftial Ori- 
gin of the Mo/aic Inftitution clearly demonftrated, 
trom that very Confideration which feems one of the 
flrongeft Prefumptions againft fuch a Character : 

And 
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And this is what Mr. Warburton engages to do in 
this elaborate Performance. 

As he profeffes to have undertaken it for the Con- 
viction of Freethinkers, he has made a formal De- 
dication of it to their Service; and in that Addrefs 
he at once pleads the Caufe of Liberty of Thinking 
and Writing, fets forth the Plenitude in which they 
enjoy that Freedom, and their manifold Abufes of 
it: by treating the moft grave and important Sub- 
jects with Ridicule ; by loading the Clergy with the 
moft virulent Scandal ; and by that Diffolutenefs of 
Mind, regardlefs of Truth and Falfehood, which 
they betray in all their Attacks of Revelation. On 
the two firft of thefe, their Mifapplication of Ridi- 
cule, and Abufe of the Clergy, he defcants very 
largely. And that thefe Gentlemen may not fay 
he flanders them in his Cenfures, he produces thote 
Marks in their Writings, on which he has formed 
his Accufation, of their abandoned Difpofition and 
Behaviour. They are, firft, an unlimited Buffoonery ; 
which fuffers no Teft or Criterion to their Ridicule, 
that may fhew, when they are in jeft, and when in 
earneft. Secondly, An induftrious Affectation to 
keep their true Perfonage out of Sight; and the 
perpetually afluming fome new fictitious Character. 
Thirdly, A Love of Chicane and Contradiction ; 


fupported by a monftrous Mixture of Scepticifm | 


and Dogmatizing. In illuftrating thefe three Cha- 
racters of their Guilt, our Author could, as he fays, 
detect all the Arts of Controverfy in ufe amongtft 
thefe People, and difplay the whole Myftery of 
modern Freethinking: But the Limits of this Ad- 
drefs not permitting him to do this, he only defcribes, 
in a few Words, the Nature of each of them, in order 
to fhew how certain Notes they are of the Temper 
of Mind he charges upon thofe they belong to. 

But tho’ our Author has fo juftly cenfured the 
Libertinifm of our Freethinkers, he is by no means 
for depriving them of their Licence; as we fee to- 
wards the Clofe of this Epiftle; where, after having 
fully 
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fully expofed: the abovenamed Enormities, he fays, 
«« Thefe, Gentlemen, are the feverat Ways, in 
‘© which you have abufed the Liberty of the Prefs. 
One might defy you, with all your good Will, 
‘< to find out a new One, or to go further in the 
** old: So having done your Worft, it is Time you 
fhould think of doing better: This is the only 
Conclufion [ would have drawn from your ill 
Conduct : So far am I from thinking, with thofe 
who fay, you ought to be disfranchifed of the 
Rights you have fo wantonly and wickedly abu- 
fed. For could the fimple Abufe fo eafily incur 
a Forfeiture, natural Rights would be ftrangely 
hazardous.— But it will be faid, the particular 
Authors however of thefe Abufes fhould be perfo- 
nally puntfhed. I will here again, Gentlemen, 
become your Advocate; not for your own Sakes, 
who furely deferve Punifhment, but for the Pub- 
lick’s ; which cannot, I think, inflict it without 
great Mifchief to literary and religious Liberty. ” 
After a very moving Plea for their Toleration, from 
which I have extraéted the foregoing Paflage, he 
adds, ** In a Word then, all that we defire is your 
«s Amendment, without any finifter Aim of calling 
“© upon the Magiftrate to quicken you. 

But there is another Ground that he fuggefts of 
his Tendernefs of thefe Criminals, on which he 
might almoft plead, he fays, for their Encourage- 
ment, that is, an Apprehenfion of their impious De- 
figns and Attempts finally iffuing in the flourifhing 
Eftablifhment of Religion; according to an old 
Story told us by Herodotus, of their favourite Egyp- 
tians, with which Tale he begs Leave to finifh his 
long Addrefs to them. The Hiftorian tells us then, 
‘© That what Time their Deity, the 2Vi/e, returns 
“¢ into his ancient Channel, and the Hufbandman 
‘¢ hath committed the good Seed to the opening 
*¢ Glebe, it was their Cuftom to turn in whole 
«¢ Droves of Swines; to range, to trample, to root 
‘sup, and deftroy at Pleafure. And now nothing 
*s appeared 


“ 


“ 


- 


c 


. ad 


. 


| al 


. 


nv 


a 


Lal 


a 


Sa 


© 


a 


4 


“ 


wo 


< 


oe 


‘ 


« 


+ 


w“ 


nv 


& 


nw 





Art.27. For APRIL 1738 279 


«< appeared but Defolation, while the Ravages of the 
¢ obfcene Herd had killed every Hope of future 
«© Plenty. When on the Iffue it was feen, that all 
‘ their Malice and Greedinefs had effected, was 
‘© only this; that the Seed took better Root, incor- 
«¢ porated more kindly with the Soil, and at length 
‘¢ fhot up in a more luxuriant and abundant Har- 
“© vet, 

The Intention of this Volume, in three Books, is 
to prove the Neceffity of Religion in general, and 
of the Doétrine of a future State in particular to Civil 
Society, from the Nature of Things, and the uni- 
verfal Confent of Mankind. 

The firft Book evinces the Neceffity of the Doc- 
trine of a future State of Rewards and Punifhments 
to civil Society, from the Nature of the Thing, 
In the Entrance on this Part of the Work, our Au- 
thor afferts the fuperior Excellency, Force, and Im- 
portance of the internal Evidence of Religion, above 
the external. Of fuch Confequence is it, that even 
the very beft of the external Kind cannot, as he 
fays, fupport itfelf without it: ** As may be feen 
<¢ from hence, that when the Miracles, performed 
by the Founders of our holy Faith, are unquefti- 
onably verified, by human Teftimony, the Infe- 
rence, that therefore they were wrought by a Di- 
vine Power, cannot be deduced till the Nature of 
that’ Doétrine be examined, for whofe Eftablifh-— 
ment they were performed.” ‘This being the 
Cafe, he wonders, it hath fo happened, that the in- 
ternal Evidence hath been hitherto ufed with a com- 
parative Neglect, as an Introduction only to the ex- 
ternal; and fome have even fuppofed, that, /frié?ly 
Jpeaking, there can be no internal Evidence of a Re- 
velation at all, 

What may have occafioned this Treatment of fo 
valuable a Thing, is not fo eafy to fay. However, 
our Author has conjeétured the Caufe of it: It may 
perhaps be attributed to the Opinion, Writers in 
general have, ** That the Difficulties of effectually 
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¢ profecuting the internal Method are not fo eafily 
¢ f{urmounted as thofe are, with which the external 
* is attended. And that the Reafoner on the in- 
«¢ ternal Proof muft, befides thofe Qualifications 
‘ which are requifite to the Inveftigation of the 
‘s other, have a thorough Knowledge of human 
<< Nature, civil Policy, the univerfal Hiftory of 
«¢ Mankind, an exact Idea of the Mfaic and Chri- 
‘¢ ftian Difpenfations, cleared from the Froth and 
«© Grounds of School-Subtilties and Church-Syftems : 
«¢ And above all fhould be bleffed with a certain 
«¢ Sagacity, to difcover the Relations of human 
«c Actions, through all the Combinations of natu- 
‘¢ ral, civil, and moral Complexities. 

Now tho’ all this, as he fays, may be true, yet 
no modeft Searcher after Truth need be difcouraged, 
«s For tho’ there are, in revealed Religion, fome 
¢ interior Marks of Truth, which require the moft 
© delicate Operation of a great Genius, and Matter- 
‘ workman, to bring out and polifh; there are 

others alfo, no lefs illuftrious, but more univocal, 

that God hath been pleafed to imprefs upon his 

Difpenfations; which require no great Qualities, 
‘ but Humility and Love of Truth, in him, who 
«© would, from thence, attempt to vindicate the Ways 
© of God to Man.” It is one of thefe illuftrious 
Signatures that our Author has chofen for the Sub- 
ject of this Piece. In the handling of which, he 
pretends to carry the internal Evidence much further 
than ufual; even to the Height of whitch it is ca- 
pable, Demonftration: ** A Demonftration, as he 
“¢ fays, fo ftrong and beautiful, and, at the fame 
‘© time, . fo eafy and fimple, that one cannot tell 
‘ whether the Pleafure of the Difcovery, or the 
<< Wonder that it is now to make, be the grea- 
S¢ ter. 

Having fet before us the tranfcendent Excellence 
of the internal Evidence of Religion, affign’d the 
poe Caufe of its Negleét, and let us fee what a 
ingular Ufe he is here to make of it; he informs 

us, 
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us, Why he chufes this Medium, namely, the Omi/~ 
fion of a future State in the Fewifh Difpenfation, be- 
fore feveral others of equal Strength and which he 
had in his Option, to prove its Divine Original. Ie 
was for the Sake of the Deifts: Being enabled here- 
by to fhew them, 1. That this very Circumftance 
of Omiffion, which they pretend to be fuch an Im- 
perfection, as makes the Difpenfation unworthy the 
Author to whom we afcribe it, is, in Truth, a De- 
monftration that God only could give it. 2. That 
thofe feveral momentous Paffages of Scripture, which 
they charge with Obfcurity, Injuftice, and Contra- 
diction, are, indeed, full of Light, Equity, and A- 
greement. 3. That their high Notions of the An- 
tiquity of the Religion, and Learning of the Egyp- 
tians, which they inceffantly produce, as their Pa/- 
mary Argument, to confront and overturn the Hifto- 
ry of Mofes, do, in an invincible Manner, confirm 
and fupport it. 

For the Bafis of his Demonftration he demands 
only this fingle Pofulatum, that hath the Clearnefs 
of Self-Evidence, namely, 

“ That a frilful Lawyiver, eftablifhing a Religion 
“© and civil Policy, atts with certain Views, and not 
‘© capricioufly, or without Purpofe or Defign. 

This being granted, he ere¢ts his Demontftration 
on thefe three very clear and fimple Propofitions: 

1. ** That the inculcating the Doétrine of a future 
‘© State of Rewards and Punifhments, is neceffary to 
‘© the Well-being of civil Society. 

2. ** That all Mankind, efpecially the moft wife 
‘ and learned Nations of Antiquity, have concurred 
‘© in believing, and teaching, that this Dotirine was 
‘© of fuch Ue to civil Society. 

3. ** That the Doétrine of a future State of Re- 
‘ wards and Punifhments is not to be found in, nor 
‘© did make Part of the Mosaic Di/penfation. 

Propofitions, our Author fays, fo clear and evi- 
dent, that one might direétly proceed to thofe Me- 
diums from whence the Conclulion is to be deduced, 
Viz, 


vo 


“ 




































Be ro es eee ft ez . me 




































282 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 27. 
viz. That therefore the Law of Moles is of divine 
Original. 

But fo great, he fays, is Men’s Love to Paradox 
and Syftem, that thefe, with all their Evidence, have 
need of a very particular Defence: The Infidel hav- 
ing difputed the one, and many Chriftian Writers 
thought it neceffary to deny the other. The firft 
Propofition therefcre he endeavours to prove, from 
the Nature of Man, and the Genius of Civil Socie- 
ty. In order whereunto he fhews the mifchievous 
Confequences of the Strength of the Appetite of Self- 
Prefervation in Man; and how far they would obtain, 
notwithftanding the Reftrictions of Religion, in a State 
of fimple Nature and Equality: He makes it ap- 
pear, 1. That for the Prevention of thefe, Society 
was invented, and Magiftracy appointed. 2. But 
that, as Religion alone was at firft an ineffectual 
Remedy to moral Diforders ; fo Society now, with- 
out other Affiftance, would be equally infufficient, 
3. That no other Affiftance can fuffice but the Power 
of Reticion ; which teaching an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, the Rewarder of good Men, and the Pu- 
nifher of ill, can oblige to the Duties of imper- 
fee Obligation,* which human Laws overlook; and 
teaching, alfo, that this Providence is omnifcienr, 
that it fees the moft fecret Actions and Intentions of 
Men, and hath given Laws for the perfecting their 
Nature, will oblige to thofe Duties of perfec Obli- 
gation, + which human Laws cannot reach, or fuf- 
ficiently enforce. 4. That whatever therefore is ne- 
ceffary for the Support of Religion, is mediately ne- 
ceffary for the Well-being of Society. 5. But that 
the Doétrine of a future State of Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments is, as he abundantly evinces, abfolutely 


* Thofe which human Laws cannot conveniently take cog- 
nizance of, and which do not immediately and vitally affect the 
Being of Society: Of this Kind are Gratitude, Ho/pitality, Cha- 
rity, Sc. i 

t+ Such as Civil Laws can readily, and commodioufly enact, 
and are, of Neceflity, required to enforce the Obfervation of. 
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and indifpenfably neceffary for the Support of Relis 
gion: And therefore, That the inculcating the Doc- 
trine of a future State of Rewards and Punifhments, 
is neceffary to the Well-being of Civil Society; which 
was the firft Propofition to be proved. 

This is, as it were, the Skeleton of Mr. Warbure 
ton’s Argument ; upon the Bafis of which he con- 
ftruéts a folid and beautiful Syftem. One Part of 
it depends upon an Affertion, which will undoubt- 
edly, he fays, be looked upon by many as a vio- 
lent Paradox, viz. «¢ That the Sanétion of Rewards + 
«* neither was, nor could be inforced by Civil So- 
*¢ ciety, for the Obdfervance of its Laws.” This is 
dire&tly oppofite to the Notions of the whole Tribe 
of political Writers; all whofe Usopias, and fpecu- 
lative Syftems of Government are built upon the 
Suppofition of Rewards as well as Punifhments being 
at the Magiftrates Difpofal. And the Eviction of 
it is of lefs Confequence, it feems, to his Conclu- 
fion: For if it be apparent, as it certainly is, to the 
common Senfe of Mankind, that no Laws which 
are not inforced by the Sanction of Rewards as well 
as of Punifhments, will ever be obferved in any 
Degree fufficient to carry on the Ends of Society 5 
and if yet it be evident from the true and original 
Conftitution: of Civil Government, and from the 
Nature of Society, that the Sanétion of Rewards 
neither was, nor could be inforced in it; it follows, 
that to fecure the Authority of human Laws, Recourfe 
muft be had to Religion; the Foundation of which 
is the Doétrine of a future State. The Importance 
of the Thing, and the Singularity of his Opinion 
concerning it, makes him very particular in the 
Proof of two Propofitions, on which it is eftablifh- 
ed: I fhall recite his Demonftration at large, both 
as a Specimen of our Author’s writing and rea- 


+ By Rewards here is meant, T,/e avhich are conferred on every 
one, for objerving the Laws of his Cauntry ; 3 NOt parti icular and ex- 
traordinary ones. 
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foning in general; and particularly of his extraordi- 
nary Talent for dealing with the moft difficult Pa- 
radoxes. The firft Propofition is, That by the true 
and original Conftitution of Civil Government the 
Sanétion of Rewards was not inforced. * In entring 
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into Society, it was ftipulated between the Gover- 
nor and Governed, that Protection and Obedience 
fhould be the reciproca) Conditions of each other. 
When therefore a Citizen obeys the Laws, that 
Debt, on Society, is difcharged by the Protec- 
tion it affords him. But, in refpect to Difo- 
dience, the Proceeding is not analogous; tho’ 
Proteétion, as the Condition of Obedience, im- 
plies the withdrawing of it, for Difobedience ;— 
and for thefe Reafons: The Effect of withdraw- 
ing Proteétion muft be either Expulfion from the 
Society, or the expofing the Offender to all kind 
of Licence, from others in it. Society could not 
practife the firft, without bringing the Body po- 
litick into a Confumption; nor the latter, with- 
out throwing it into Convulfions. Befides, the firft - 
is no Punifhment at all, but by Accident ; it be- 
ing only the leaving one Society, to enter into 
another ; and the fecond is an inadequate Punifh- 
ment: For tho’ all Obedience is the fame, and 
fo, uniform Protection a proper Return for it; 
yet Tranfgreffions being of various Kinds and 
Degrees, the withdrawing Proteétion would be 
too great a Punifhment for fome, and too fmall 
for others. | 

«© This being fo, it was ftipulated ‘that the Vio- 
Jator of the Laws of the Society fhould be fubject 
to pecuniary Mulcts, Mutilation of Meinbers, 
corporal and capital Inflictions. Hence arofe the 
Sanétion, and only Sanction, of Civil Laws. For 
that Protection is no Reward, in the Senfe that 
thefe are Punifhments, is plain from hence, that 
the one is of the Effence of Society itfelf, the other 
an adventitious Adjunct.” But this, as he goes 


on, will further appear by confidering the Oppo- 
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fite to Proteétion. ** Now this, as hath been faid, 
‘6 is no Punifhment but by Accident: And fo the 
«< State underftood the Matter ; as we may collect, 
‘¢ even from their Manner of employing it as a Pu- 
nifoment, on Offenders: For Banifhment is of 
univerfal Ufe, with other Punifhments, in all So- 
cieties, Now where the thus withdrawing Pro- 
tection is inflicted for Ditobedience, all States 
have agreed, in Practice, to retain their Right to 
Obedience from the banifhed Member; tho’, ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Thing itfelf, chat 
Right be really difcharged: Obedience and Pro- 
tection being, as hath been obferved, the recipro- 
cal Conditions of each other. But it was necef- 
fary all States fhould act thus, when they infliét- 
ed Exile as a Punifhment; it being no Punifh- 
ment, but by Accident, when the Claim to Sub- 
‘¢ je€tion was remitted with it.—- They had a Right 
*¢ to act thus, becaufe, being inflicted on an Offen- 
“¢ der, all Claim of Advantage, from that recipro- 
*s cal Condition, had been betore forfcited. 

The fecond Propofition is, That the Sanéfion of 
Rewards could not, from the Nature of Society, be 
inforced by it: The Reafon 1s, ** becaufe it could 
‘* neither diftinguifth the Objects of its Favour, nor 
‘* reward them, if diftinguifhed. ” 

4. Firft, it could not diftinguifh the Objeéts of its 
Favour, ** In inflicting Punifhment there is no 
** need to know the Motives on which the Tranf- 
*¢ greffor acted; but in judicially conferring Re- 
wards there is. All that civil Judicatures do in 
‘¢ Condemnation to Punifhment is to find out whe- 
*¢ ther the Act was vobuntarily committed, — And 
‘¢ having found it to be fo, they concern themfelves 
<¢ no more with the Motive of acting ; but punifh 
‘© without Scruple in Confidence of the Ofender’s 
Demerit. And this, becaufe no one can be ig- 
norant of the principal Tranfgreffions of Civil 
Laws, or of their Malignity, but by fome fottifh 
‘© Negligence of Information, or fome brutal Paf- 
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‘ fion that has prejudiced his Judgment: Both 
‘© which are highly faulty.—It is otherwife, in re- 
“© warding the abftaining from Tranfgreffion. Here 
“© the Motive muft be confidered: Becaufe as mere- 
«© ly doing Ill deferves Punifhment, a Crime in the 
«© Cafe of wrong Judgment being ever neceffarily 
«¢ inferred, fo merely abjftaining from Ill cannot for 
¢s that very Reafon have any Merit,—In judicially re- 
«© warding, then, the Motives muft be known: But 
«© human Judicatures can never come to the Know- 
<< ledge of thefe but by Accident: It is only that 
‘© Tribunal, which fearches the Mind and the Heart, 
«¢ that can do this. Therefore, Rewards cannot, 
‘¢ properly, be the Sanction of human Laws. 

If it fhould be faid, that tho’ Rewards cannot be 
equitably adminifter’d, as Punifhments may, yet what 
hinders, but that, for the Good of Society, all' who 
Obferve the Laws fhould be rewarded, as all who 
tranfgrefs them are punifhed ? The Anfwer leads our 
Author to the Proof of his fecond Point, viz. That 
Society could not reward, when it had difcovered the 
Objeits of its Favour; ** becaufe no Society could 
ever find a Fund fufficient for that Purpofe, without 
raifing it upon the People as a Tax, to pay it back 
to them as a Reward. <‘* But the univerfal Practice 
«s of Society confirms his Reafoning, he fays, and 
<¢ is explained by it: Where the fole Sanction of 
‘¢ Punifbments has, in all Ages and Places, been 
<< employ’d by the State to fecure the Obfervance of 
<< Civil Laws. 

This is the Argument whereby Mr. Warburton 
proves an Affertion concerning the Sanétions of Ci- 
vil Laws, which is fo peculiarly his own, as not 
only to have never been mentioned by any other 
political Writer, but is directly contrary to a fun- 
damental Suppofition in all their Syftems, It is 
{trange that fo many ingenious and thinking Men as 
have in all Ages of Literature canvafied this Subject, 
fhould miftake in fo effential an Article of it. This 
is what our Author confeffes he himfelf has often 

wonder*d 
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wonder’d at. At length he found our the Caufe of 
their Error, and imparts to us the Difcovery. ** On 
«« the whole of what he has faid, he tells us, it ap- 
«¢ pears, that Civil Society has not, in itfelf, = 
‘¢ Sanftion of Rewards, to fecure the Obfervance 
‘¢ of its Laws.—But it being evident that the joint 
«¢ Sanétions of Rewards and Punifhments are bur 
«¢ fufficient to fecure the tolerable Obfervance of 
‘6 Right, it follows, that, as Religion, only. can 
«¢ fupply the Sanétion of Rewards, which Socie.y 
‘s wants, and has not, Religion is abfolutely siccc. 
«s jary to Civil Government, 

Having proved the Service of Religion in general 
to Society ; and fhewn by what Influence it is that 
this Service is performed, viz. The Doctrine of an 
over-ruling Providence, the Rewarder of good Men, 
and the Punifher of ill; Mr. Warburton proceeds 
to the Proof of the particular Propofition in Que- 
{tion, which is, That the inculcating this Doétrine is 
neceffary to the well-being of Society. This Proof, as 
I fuppofe, is couch’d in the enfuing Paragraph. 

‘¢ Religion, fays he, eftablifhing a Providence, 
“«¢ thie Rewarder of Virtue, and the Punifher of Vice, 
‘¢ Men naturally expect co find the conftant and in- 
‘¢ variable Marks of its Superintendency, But the 
‘s Hiftory of Mankind, nay even of every Man’s own 
‘© Neighbourhood, would foon inform the moft in- 
‘¢ diligent Obferver, that the Affairs of Men wear a 
‘¢ Form of great Irregularity : The Scene thar ever 
*¢ and anon prefents itfelf, being of diftreffed Virtue 
*¢ and profperous Wickednefs ; which unavoidably 
‘+ brings the embarraffed Religionift to the Neceflity 
‘¢ of giving up his Beliet, or finding out the Solu- 
‘¢ tion of cthefe untoward Appearances. His firft 
*¢ Reflection may perhaps be with the Poet. * 

* Claudian: When he confidered the Regularity and Symme- 
try of the inanimate World, he was ready to con‘efs a Deity ; but 
when he reflected upon the Circumfiances of Manixind, and ob- 
ferved the Profperity of wicked, and the Adverity of good Men, 
he was as ready to give up that grand Princip'e of Religion, and 
fink into Atheifm. 
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—— Omnia rebar 
Confilio firmata Dei; qui Lege moveri 
Sydera, qui Fruges diverfo Tempore na/fci, 
— fed cum Res Hominum tanta Caligine volvi 
Adfpicerem, latofque diu florere nocentes, 
Vexarique pios; rurfus labefatia CADEBAT 
RELIGIO. 


ss But on fecond Thoughts, Reafon, that taught 
«¢ him, from the admirable Frame and Harmony of 
<< the material Univerfe, that there muft needs be a 
¢ fuperintending Providence, to influence that Or- 
¢ der which all its Parts preferve in their continued 
<< Revolutions, would foon inftruét him in the Ab- 
‘ furdity of fuppofing the fame Care did not extend 
<< to Man, a Creature of a far nobler Nature than 
<< the moit confiderable of inanimate Beings. And 
ss therefore human Affairs not being difpenfed, at 
‘¢ prefent, agrecably to chat Superintendence, he 
<< muft conclude, that Man fhal] exift after Death, 
<¢ to be brought to a future Reckoning in another 
«¢ Life, where all Accounts will be fet even, and 
‘¢ all the prefent Obfcurities and Perplexities in the 
«¢ Ways of Providence unfolded and explained. 
‘© From hence Religion acquires irrefiftible Force 
‘¢ and Splendour, and rifes on a folid and unfhaken 
<¢ Bafis.— Now this Doctrine of a future State be- 
<< ing the only Support of Religion, we conclude, 
<* which was what we had to prove, That the in- 
‘<< culcating it is neceffary to the well being of So- 
<< osety.” 

But notwithftanding the Evidence of this Truth 
which Mr. Warburton has demonftrated, fome mo- 
dern Apclogifts for Atheifm have denied it; and fo 
endeavoured to overthrow the very Foundation of 
his Proof of the Propofition in Queftion: This lays 
him under a Neceffity of examining their Pretences, 
Bayle, Cardan, and Mandeville, are the impious 
Writers he aims at. Pomponatius has generally been 

| reckoned 
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reckoned in their Clafs; but it feems without Caufe ; 
and our Author fully juftifies him from the Imputa- 
tion, and evinces him to have been of a quite different 
Opinion. As for the other three, he has fo folidly 
refuced their mifchievous Principles, as from hence- 
forth to blait all the Triumphs of their Admirers 
upon this Head: Even Bayle himfelf, the moft for- 
midable Champion that ever afferted the Caufe of 
Atheifm, feems not to be invincible in his Hands, 
I ener into no Particulars of this Controverfy, to 
which he appears fo perfeétly equal; the Syftem is 
beautiful, but it cannot be feen by piecemeal. When 
he has overthrown Mandeville, he exults, as having 
done a publick Service, by detecting, in half a Do- 
zen Pages, the falle Arts, and fubverting the bad 
Reafoning of a very popular, but furely (as he calls 
it) the moit execrable Book that ever was wrote. 

Having fully proved his firft Propofition, by Con- 
fiderations drawn from the Nature of Man, and Ge- 
nius of Civil Society; and cleared it from the Objec- 
tions of licentious Wits; he proceeds to his fecond 
Propofition ; which is, Zhat all Mankind, e/pecially 
the mojft wife and learned Nations of Antiquity, have 
concurred in believing and teaching that this Doétrine 
was of fuch Ufe to Civil Society. 

This Propofition he proves, I. From the Conduét 
of Legiflators, and Inftitutors of civil Policy, 
II. From the Opinions of all the wife and learned 
amongft the ancient Literati, — Our Author’s great 
Erudition and Judgment are very confpicuous in the 
Handling of thefe Topicks, I fhall juft lay before 
the Reader the Outlines of his Argument. 

With regard to the firft he obferves, «* Legif- 
‘¢ lators always propagated and confirm’d Religion, 
‘© wherever they eftablifhed Laws, this being al- 
ways firft in their View, and laft in their Execu- 
tion, Religion was the Inftrument they applied 
to collect together the Body Politic; and they 
ufed no other to fix, fafhion, and adorn it: The 
taught it in civilizing Man; and efablife'd it 
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<‘ to prevent his Return to Barbarity and a favage 
<< Life. 

The influencing Principle of this Religion - was, 
the Doétrine of a future State; and the greateft Part 
of the Sequel of this Volume is employed in fhew- 
ing, from ancient Faéts and Opinions, the more than 
ordinary Care and Concern of all the Wife and 
Learned for the enforcing and perpetuating of this 
important Principle. 

Firft, He fhews in general the Civil Magiftrste’s 
Care in this Matter. «* The popular Belief of a Pro- 
‘¢ vidence, and, confequently, of a future Scate of 
‘© Rewards and Punifhments, were fo univerfal, that 
‘¢ there never was, throughout al] the Ages of an- 
<¢ cient Times, any civil policied People, where 
«¢ thefe Doétrines were not of national Faith.” 
And now to prove this owing to the Magiftrate, he 
fhews, ‘© That Religion hath been fupported in all 
«¢ Places, at all Times, and under al) Circumftan- 
<¢ ces, where there was a Magiftrate and Civil Po- 
‘ licy; and fcarce in any Place, or under any Cir- 
«© cumftances, where thefe were wanting.” For 
which he thinks no other Caufe than the Magiftrates’ 
extraordinary Care to plant and cultivate it can be 
affigned. 

The only plaufible Thing that can be objected to 
this is, ** That the Reafon why the Citizen had 
“© Religion, and the Savage none, might be, That 
“© among the Advantages of civil Life, the Im- 
«< provement of the Mind is one; which neceffa- 
“ rily brings in the Knowledge of God and Re- 
*¢ ligious Obfervance.” To this he thinks it e- 
nough to reply, ‘* That all the national Religions 
‘© of the ancient and modern gentile World, are fo 
“* grofs and irrational, that they could not be the 
*¢ Refult of the Difcoveries of improved Reafon; 
“¢ but were plainly fitted to the Capacity of Minds, 
«¢ yet rude and uncultivated ; with a Mixture of 
«* Impofitions of the Magiftrates tempering, re- 
** garding the Genius of the People, and the Na- 

** cure 
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«¢ cure of their particular Conftitution:” As he 
abundantly evinces. 

But further, he makes it appear, That not only 
the Exiftence, but the Genius of Pagan Religion, 
both as to the Nature of their Gods, the Attributes 
afcribed to them, and the Mode of Worfhip in civil 
Ufe, fhews the Magiftrates Hand in its Support. 
‘© The Idolatry of the Gentile States was chiefly 
«© the Worfhip of dead Men ; and thofe Kings, Le- 
«¢ giflators, and Founders of civil Policy. That 
<¢ this was the Magiftrates Manufucture is evident 
«© from the Benefit refulting to the State both from 
‘¢ the Conjecration and the Worfhip. For, 1. What 
«¢ could be a greater Excitement to Virtue in Go- 
«¢ vernors, than to be affured, that the publick Be- 
*s nefits, of which they fhould be the Inventérs, Im- 
«¢ provers, or Prefervers, would be rewarded with 
‘san Immortality of Fame and Glory. 2. What 
<¢ could make the People fo obfervant of their civil 
<< Inftitutions, as a Belief that the Makers, Framers, 
‘c and Adminiftrators of them were become Gods, 
‘cand did difpenfe a peculiar Providence in their 
ss Protection and Support. 4s to the Attributes and 
«© Qualities affigned to their Gods, thefe always cor- 
«© refponded with the Nature and Genius of the 
«¢ civil Government: If this was gentle, benign, 
<< compaffionate, and forgiving ; Goodnefs and Mer- 
<¢ cy made up the Effence of the Deity: But if fe- 
‘* vere, inexorable, captious, or unequal; the very 
‘© Gods were Tyrants; and Expiations, Atonements, 
‘s Luftrations, and bloody Sacrifices compofe the 
*¢ Syftem of Religious Worfhip. — 4s to the Mode 
“< of Worfrip in civil Ufe, The Objcé of what we 
“¢ call Religion being God, confidered as the Creator 
«¢ and Preferver of Mankind, a Species of rational 
«¢ Beings ; it is evident, the Subject of it is each In- 
«¢ dividual of that Species. But now, in ancient 
Paganifm, Religion was a very different Thing: 
It had for its Subjecé, not only each Individual, 
the natural Man, but likewife the artificial Man, 
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<¢ Society ; for whom, and by whom all the publick 
«© Rites and Ceremonies of it were inftituted and 
<< performed. And while that Part of Pagan Re- 
‘s ligion, whofe Subjef# was Individuals, bore an 
«¢ inferiour Part, and was confefied to be under an un- 

equal Providence, which brought in the Doétrine 

of a future State for its Supporc; the other, whofe 

Subjeét was the Society, taught an equal Provi- 

dence, exactly adminiftred to the artificial Man. 

The Confequence of this was, Religion held the 

Government in Partnerfhip ; and nothing was 

confulted or executed without Advice of the 

Oracle. Judgments, Prodigies, and Portents 
‘ were as common as civil Edi¢ts; and as conftant- 
*¢ ly bore their Share in the publick Adminiftra- 
'¢* tion.” — Whoever now confiders the Genius of 
Paganifm in this View, and whoever hath confider- 
ed it at all, muft be ftruck with this View, can no 
longer doubt, as our Author fays, that the civil Ma- 
giftrate had a great Hand in framing and modelling 
Religion, and that the World was much indebted 
to him for the Univerfality of it. 

Having eftablifhed this Point of the Magiftrates 
Care and Induftry in the Propagation and Main- 
tenance of Religion, Mr. Warburton in the next 
place enters upon a moft learned Detail of the {fe- 
veral Arts that were employed for that Purpofe. I 
fhall mention only the Names of them, The firft 
Step the Legiflators took, was to proclaim an ex- 
traordinary Revelation from fome God ; by whofe 
Command and Direction they pretended to have in- 
itituted the Policy they would recommend to the Peo- 
ple. Another was, by making the Doétrine of a 
Providence, in its full Extent, the grand Sanction of 
their Laws, with which their Syftems of Inftitutes 
were prefaced, and introduced. A third Step of the 
Legiflators was, to affirm and eftablifh the general 
Doétrine of a Providence, which they had delivered 
in their Laws, by avery particular, and popular Me- 
thod of inculcating the Belief of a future State of wet 
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wards and Punifhments, This was by the Invention 
of the Myfferies, the moft facred Part of Pagan Re- 
ligion ; and framed to ftrike moft forceable and deep 
into the Minds and Imaginations of the People. On 
each of thefe Heads, but efpecially the laft, our Au- 
thor has infifted with a grand Apparatus of ancient 
and polite Learning, not without feveral Strokes of 
judicious and refined Criticifm, Under the firft, the 
Praétices and Views of all the celebrated Legiflators 
are amply exhibited. Under the fecond, on Oeca- 
fion of mentioning fome valuable Fragments of An- 
tiquity, the Authority of which Dr, Bentley had 
difputed, our Author has examined and refuted the 
Objections of that great Oracle of Literature, and 
proved thofe Pieces genuine. Under the third Head he 
has penetrated into, and expofed, the moft profound 
Secrets of Paganifm, in fuch a Manner as cannot, 
I think, fail, of entertaining the moft learned Rea- 
ders; particularly towards the Clofe of that moft 
curious Differtation, where he advances a peculiar 
and furprifing Notion, ‘* That the Mafter-piece 
“¢ of the Aueids, the famous fixth Book, is nothing 
‘¢ elfe but a Defcription, and fo defigned by the 
Author, of his Hero’s Initiation into the Myfte- 
ries of one Part of the Exys1an SPECTACLES; 
where every thing was done in Shew and Machi- 
nery ; and where a Reprefentation of the Hiftory 
of Ceres afforded Opportunity of bringing in the 
Scenes of Heaven, Hell, Elyfium, Purgatory, 
and all that related to the future State of Men 
and Heroes. 

This, he owns, has very much the Air of a Para- 
dox, yet he makes no doubt of unveiling and .evinc- 
ing the Truth of it. For this Purpofe he inquires 
into, and gives a noble Idea of, the Nature and De- 
fign of the 4ineids. His Account, he fays, not only 
Clears up a great many Paffages obnoxious to the 
Criticks, but adds an infinite Beauty to a vaft Num- 
ber of Incidents throughout the whole Poem: This 
he calls the /econd Species of the Epic, He adds, 
| ‘© Our 
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ss Our own Country-man, the great Milton, pro- 
«¢ duced the third. For juft as Virgil rival’d Hoe 
“<< mer, fo Milton emulated both. He found Homer 
‘ poffeffed of the Province of Morality; Virgil of 
* Politicks; and nothing left for him but that of 
‘© Religion.” This he feized, as afpiring to fhare 
‘¢ with them in the Government of the poetick 
«© World. And by means of the fuperior Dignity 
“© of his Subject, got to the Head of that Triumvi- 
‘¢ rate which took fo many Ages in forming. Thefe 
‘© are the three Species of the Epick Poem ; for its 
¢< Jargeft Province is human Aftion, which can be 
*¢ confidered but in a moral, a political, or religious 
‘© View ; and thefe the three great Creators of them; 
«< for each of thefe Poems was ftruck out at a 
s¢ Heat, and came to Perfection from its firft Effay. 
‘¢ Here then the grand Scene is clofed, and all fur- 
‘¢ ther Improvements of the Epick at an End, 
Having reprefented the general Nature and In- 
tention of the neids, Mr. Warburton enters into a 
particular Detail of all the marvellous Incidents of 
the fixth Book; difrobes them of that folemn and 
tremendous Air the Poet artfully beftows on them, 
and points out the feveral Circumftances of the E/y- 
fran Myfteries which he fuppofes they are expreffive 
of. Whatever becomes of his Hypothefis, whether 
he has or has not hit upon the real Meaning, of Vir- 
gil in this awful Defcription which he has undertaken 
the Explanation of ; this is certainly a moft beauti- 
ful Part of his Work. The Difcovery he pretends 
to is at once probable and furprifing; and charm’d 
with the Delicacy of the Invention, we cannot but 
admire the Erudition that adorns and fupports it. 
The whole is a noble Evidence not only of the Au- 
thor’s great and extenfive Knowledge, but of the 
Excellency of his Imagination and Judgment: Of 
the laft we have fufficient Teftimonies, in the exact 
and curious Obfervations he frequently makes on the 
feveral Parts of his Subjeét, and on the Conduct of 
thofe Writers he happens to be concern’d with in the 
Profecution of it, He 
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He has by this Time abundantly fhewn the Ma- 
giftrates Care in propagating the Belief of a God, 
and his Providence over human Affairs; and of the 
Manner in which it is difpenfed, namely, by Re- 
wards and Punifhments in a future State: Thefe 
Things make up the Effence of Religion, and com- 
pofe the Body of it. His next Care, as our Author 
adds, was tor the better Support of Religion fo com- 
pofed. And this was done ** by uniting it to the 
«¢ State, taking it under the civil Prozection, and 
‘< giving it the Rights and Privileges of an EsTa- 
“© BLISHED RELIGION, in Contradiftinction to thofe 
‘s that were only TOLERATED.—An effablifhed 
Religion is the univerfal Voice of Nature ; and 
not confined to certain Ages, People, or Reli- 
gions.—— That the Magiftrate effabli/hed Religion, 
united it to the State, and took it into his imme- 
diate Protection for the Sake of civil Society, can- 
not be queftioned;, the Advantages thereof to Go- 
vernment being fo apparent.— But the Neceffi- 
ty of this Union, for procuring thofe Advantages, 
as likewife the Number and Extent of them, are 
not fo eafily underftood. Nor indeed can they 
<¢ be, without a perfect Knowledge of the Nature of 
“<< an effablifhed Religion, and of thofe Principles of 
¢¢ Equity on which it is founded.” Our Author’s 
Defign, always grand and fpacious, calls for a Dif- 
cuffion of this Topic; which is, as he fays, of 
high Importance, the Mafter-piece of human Po- 
licy, that has of late been called in Queftion, 
after having from the firft Inftitution of civil So- 
Ciety, quite down to the prefent Age, been univer- 
fally praétifed by Society, and as univerfally approv- 
ed by Philofophers and Divines. For this Purpofe, 
laying afide, for the prefent, all Ideas ‘of the ancient 
Modes of ‘Civil and Religious Societies, he fearches 
into their intrinfick Nature; and thence ereéts the 
Inftitution in Queftion, This he does as briefly as 
the Matter will admit; dire¢ting thofe, who defire a 
fuller Account of it, to -a Difcourfe ‘publiflied fepa- 
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rately thereon, intituled, Ze Alliance be:ween Church 
and State: For a copious Abftract of this Treatife 
we refer our Readers to The Prefent State of the Re- 
publick of Letters, for Fuly, 1736. which obviztes a- 
ny Occafion of particularizing what our Author has 
advanced upon the fame Head here. It may fuffice 
only to fuggeft, that tho’ what he now offers may be 
regarded as a Digreffion, not neceffarily related to 
the Subject of this Work, it is of Service, as he ob- 
ferves, to juftify the Conduct of the ancient Legi- 
flators in eftablifhing Religion. — To fhew the in- 
finite Service this Inftitution is of to Society.—and To 
furnifh us with an exaéter Knowledge of the Nature 
of the eftablifbed Religions in the Pagan World: For 
having, as he adds, the true Theory of an Eftablith- 
ment, it ferves as a ftrait Rule, to difcover all the 
Obliquities to which it is applied. — He clofes what 
he offers on this Point, with confidering the Caufes, 
that, in the ancient World, facilitated the E/fablifh- 
ment of Religion, and likewife thofe which prevented 
this Eftablifhment from receiving its due Form. 

Mr. Warburton then proceeds to the laft Inftance to 
be affign’d of the Magiftrates Care for the Support 
of Religion, which is, That univerfal Praétice in the 

- ancient World of Religions ToLeRATION ; or the 
permitting the free Exercife of all Religions, diffe- 
rent from the national and eftablifhed. — Here he {ets 
ferth the Caufes that principally induced the Legif- 
Jators to this fage and reafonable Conduct and takes 
an Occafion of cenfuring the Error of thofe modern 
Politicians, who expect to benefit the State by devi- 
ating from it. He fhews of what Nature this Tole- 
ration was; under what Reftrictions it was allowed ; 
and how eafily it was brought about. In the Pro- 
fecution of this Topic, according to his ufual Me- 
thod, he ftarts a Variety of curious Hints, which na- 
turally arife from his Subjeét, and illuftrate his main 
Propofitions. Here the Genius of Paganifin is brought 
into View, and fet in fo clear a Light, as to imprefs 
on the Mind a diftinét and juft Idea of it, as it ftands 
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oppofed to what we call true Religion. Wealfo fee the 
Root and Foundation of that SocraBILity of Re- 
ligion in the ancient heathen World, fo much envied, 
as our Author fays, by our modern Infidels; and, 
on the other hand, the Reafon of the Want of it of 
tentimes under the Yewi/h and Chriftian Difpenfa- 
tions: Many great and valuable Purpofes, he tells us, 
befides that which it there immediately ferves, will be 
anfwered hereafter by the Account he has given us 
of this Matter; at prefent he applies it only to one 
fpecious Objection againft Chriftianity, which it ob- 
viates. Finally, The real Practice of the Athenian 
and Roman Governments with refpect to Tolera- 
tion is concilely reprefented ; an Affertion of Mr. 
Bayle’s, which clafhes with what is here advanced, is 
contuted ; and the true Origin and Ground of Juntos 
lerance are difcovered. 

Having difpatch’d the firft Medium, whereby the 
fecond Propofition of the Bafis of this Difcourfe is 
to be proved; that is, Zhe Couduét of Leziflators, 
and the Founders of Civil Policy; Mr. Warburton 
proceeds to the Eftablifhment of the remaining Me- 
dium, viz. The Opinions of the wifeft and moft learned 
of the ancient Sages. From this, in Concurrence with 
the foregoing, it will confpicuoufly appear, That all 
Antiquity was unanimous in thinking, that the Doc- 
trine of a future State of Rewards and Punifhments 
was neceffary to the Weil-being of Society. 

Our Author has elfewhere obferved, that however 
Heathen Legiflators have differed in their Civil 
Inftitutions, with refpeé to all other Circumitances, in 
this they have been unexceptionably unanimous: He 
has now a fimilar Remark concerning the Literati. 
‘© Whatfoever Train of Politics the Hiftorian follow- 
‘¢ ed, whatfoever Syftem of Nature the Philofopher 
efpoufed ; this always remained an unqueftioned 
‘© Principle. The Favourer of arbitrary Power el- 
‘¢ teemed it the ftrongeft Bond of blind Obedience ; 
‘© and the Vindicator of civil Liberty, the largeft 
*s Source of Virtue and a publick Spirit. The Phi- 
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«© Jofophic Atheift, from the Vaftnefs of its Ufe to 
«s Society, would conclude Religion to be but the 
<¢ Invention of Statefmen; and the Theift, from that 
«s acknowledged Utility, laboured to prove it of Di- 
«© vine Original. 

To give the Reader a Detail of thofe Paffages in 
the Works of the Learned, where this Truth is own- 
ed and contended for, would be, as he fays, to tran- 
fcribe all Antiquity: For with this, every thing they 
teach and tell of Morals, Politics, human Nature, 
and human Actions, begins and ends, He feleéts 
therefore two or three only as a Specimen of the uni- 
verfal Voice of ancient Wifdom: The firft is from 
Timcus the Locrian, a very early Pythagorean, well 
practifed in Affairs, and, in Plato’s Opinion, of ex- 
quifite Knowledge in Philofophy ; a fecond is from 
the fage Hiftorian Polybius, whofe Science of Man- 
kind and civil Society was fo confummate, that Rome 
preferred him to the auguft Employment of com- 
.pofing Laws for Greece, now become a Province of 
that Republic; a third is from Strabo; and the laft 
from Pliny the elder. That which he quotes from 
Polybius adminifters him an Opportunity of making 
a very fevere Reflection on fome Expreffions of my 
Lord Shaftsbury, whofe Conduct he arraigns even as a 
Patriot; and fhews how unbecoming that Charaéter 
he acted, in publickly ridiculing the Doétrine of a fu- 
ture Retribution; as was cuftomary with him in his 
Writings. 

But to give this Matter the utmoft Evidence, Mr. 
Warburton {ets together the publick Teaching, and 
private Sentiments of the ancient Theiftical Philofo- 
phers, on the Point in Queftion, Whereby, as he 
fays, it appears, ‘* That though they were perpetu- 
“< ally inculcating to the People the Doétrine of a 
‘* future State of Rewards and Punifhments in their 
‘*« Difcourfes and Writings, yet they were all the 
‘ while philofophifing in private on other Principles. 
* Which Conduét, as he obferves, could be owing 
** to nothing but their really regarding the Dofrine 
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‘s as the very Vitality of Religion; and the only 
‘¢ Support of that Influence, which it has on the 
«© Minds of the Multitude. 

This iurprifing Contrariety here afferted between 
the real Opinions and public Documents of fo vene- 
rable a Set of People, does indeed, as our Author 
owns he fufpected it would, feem, at firft Sight, an 
unreafonable and licentious Paradox. Notwithftand- 
ing, he hopes to prove it in the ftrongeft and moft 
unexceptionable Manner, After mentioning {ome very 
valuable Purpofes that will thereby be aniwered, he 
explains, before he directly proceeds to his Demon- 
{tration, what is meant by that future State, which 
he fuppofes the Theiftical Philofophers did not be- 
lieve. This being done, he lays before us thofe ge- 
neral Reafons which induced him to think that the 
*hilofophers did not always believe what they taught, 
and to affirm, that they taught this Doétrine without 
believing it: Thefe Particulars are handled in Mr. 
Warburton’s afual Manner, with great Solidity, and 
extraordinary Embellifhments of Learning. 

When, by what he has faid upon thefe Heads, he 
has cleared the Way, and pretiy well reconciled his 
Readers to the new and almoft incredible Propofition 
which he has undertaxen to evince, he proceeds to 
make good that Engagement, by a nice Exa- 
mination of each of the feveral Seéts that have 
been imagined to believe the Doctrine of future Re- 
wards and Punifhments. One can hardly give a 
juft Character of this Part, without being thought 
to exaggerate, by thofe who have not had the 
Pleafure of perufing it: So noble a Concert of 
Invention, Judgment and Erudition ; fo vaft, fo 
intimate an Acquaintance with the Notions and Li- 
terature of Heathen Antiquity ; fuch Penetration 
into the Spirit and Views of its moft celebrated Wri- 
ters; fuch mafterly and refined Strokes of Criticifm 
on fome of his Co-temporarics, who have been con- 
cerned with the Perfons, Opinions, and Tenets he is 
treating of, are rarely toe be met with in modern Exz- 
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lio Authors, not to mention the original Air that 
every thing appears with. 

When Mr. Warburton has, in the Manner I have 
now defcribed, gone through his fecond general Pro- 
pofition, in the Courfe of which he has, to ufe his 
own Words, entered the very Penetralia of Antiqui- 
ty, and expofed its moft venerable Secrets to open 
Day ; he proceeds to obviate a ftale atheiftical Ob- 
je€tion, that Religion is only a CREATURE OF Po- 
LITIcKs, a State-Engine, invented by the Legifla- 
tor, to draw the Knot of Civil Society the clofer, 
And he the rather applies himfelf hereunto, becaufe 
that Objection being founded on the apparent Utility 
of Religion to Civil Policy, he may be fuppofed to 
have added much Strength to it, by fhewing in this 
Work, in a fuller Manner than has been hitherto 
done, the Extent of that Utility, and the Legiflator’s 
large Sphere of Agency in the Application of it. He 
has examined this poor infidel Pretence to the Bot- 
tom ; and by an admirable Metamorphofis turns it 


into one of the ftrongeft and Jeaft equivocal Proofs 


of the Truth of Religion in general : Thus, 

<¢ Legiflators have unanimoufly concurred in pro- 
pagating Religion. This could be only from a Senfe 
‘© and Experience of its Utility, in which they could 
<¢ not be deceived: Religion therefore has a general 
«€ Utility. No more need be defired to eftabiith its 
‘© Truth, 

«¢ Truth is productive of the Good of the whole ; 
and Trath only: For Falfhood is’ productive of 
the Mifchief of it ; The firft being the Obfer- 
vance of the Relations of Things, which Obfer- 
vance caufes Happinefs; and the latter, the Vio- 
lation of thofe Relations, which Violation caufes 
Mifery. Wherever then we find univerfal Utili- 
“¢ ty, we may certainly know it for the Product of 
«© Truth, But the Practice of Legiflators fhews us, 
that this Utility refults from Religion: The Con- 
fequence is, that Religion is true. 
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In confirming and illuftrating this Argument our 
Author entertains us, not only with ftrict and nervous 
Reafoning, but with a Number of the moft curious 
and unexpected Remarks and Dilcoveries, which 
wonderfully variegate the Subject, enlarge the Pro- 
{pect, furnifh and flrengthen the Mind of the Rea- 
der, relieve his Attention, which might otherwife 
tire and flag, and excite the moit agreeable Ideas, 
One difcerns at every Step both the Compafs and 
Exactnefs of his Knowledge, with a Force of Genius 
that iubdues every thing to his Purpofe that is in the 
leaft qualified to ferve ic. 

I have now done with my Account of this Vo- 
lume; which, tho’ it be intended as an Introduétion 
only to two more, that the World has Reafon to 
hope will fpeedily follow it, may be confidered as a 
whole and feparate Work of itlelf, Zo prove the 
Truth of Religion in general, {vous its infinite Ser- 
vice to buman Society, ‘* Hitherto,” Mr. Wardar- 
ton fays at the Clofe of it, «* he has been forced to 
‘* move flowly, to grope his Way in the dark, 
‘* through the thick Confufion of many irrational 
** Religions, and mad Schemes of Philofophy, in- 
** dependent of, and inconfiftent with one another, 
‘¢ Where the Labour of the Search, he fears, has 
‘© been much greater to him, than the Pleafure will 
** beto the Reader, in finding this Chaos reduced 
** to fome kind of Order ; the Principles difcovered, 
‘¢ from whence the endlefs Diverfity and Contradic- 
tion have arofe ; and the various Ufes to be made 
of all this, for the Service of our holy Religion. He 
now emerges into open Day; and having got the 
°* promifed Landin View, his Labour will be much 
“¢ eafier, as the Difcoveries will be more important, 
** and the Subject infinitely more interefting, For 
‘¢ having now only one fingle Syftem and Dilpenfa- 
‘© tion to explain, confifterrt in all its Parts, and ab- 
‘¢ folute aad perfect in the whole (tho’ by Reafon of 
‘¢ the profund and fublime Views of its Author, it 
‘¢ may have long remained unpenctrated} he fhall 
X 3 £0 


ee 
4 


4 


















































































































eS aed a ne wees 















































ae on 




















= ener x a 

























302 The Worksof the LEARNED. Art. 28. 
*s go on with Eafe, and the Profpect will gradually 
*s open and enlarge itfelf, till it is loft again in thar 
‘s Immenfity from which it firft arofe. 


ARTICLE XXVIII. 


The Britisu Muse: Or, a@ Collection of 
Thoughts, Moral, Natural, and Sublime, of 
our Englith Poets, who flourifhed in the fix- 
teenth and feventeenth Centuries. With feve- 
ral curious Topicks, and beautiful Pafages, 
never before extracted, from SHAKESPEAR, 
Jounson, BEAUMONT, FLETCHER, and 
above a hundred more. The whole digefted 
alphabetically under their refpeciive Heads, 
according to the Order of Time in which they 
wrote ; to fhew the gradual Improvements of 
our Poetry and Language. In three Volumes 
12mo, By Toomas Haywarp, Gent. 
With an Hiltorical and Critical Review of 
This, aud all the Colleétions of this Kind hi- 
therto publifhed. London, Printed for 'T. 
Cogan, at the Middle-Temple-Gate 77 Fleet- 
ftreet, and J. Nourfe, at the Lamb without 
Temple-Bar, | 


T HE Writer of the Hiftorical Preface prefix’d 
to this Colleétion remarks, That the fuppoled 
Fafe of digefting the fine Thoughts of our Poets 
under their proper Heads, has, no doubt, given Birth 
to the feveral Undertakings of this Kind that have 
appeared in Publick,.—But however the preceding 
Compilers may have flattered themfelves with the 
Facility of the Performance, he thinks their Pro- 
ductions afford a clear Demonftration of their having 
greatly deceived themfelves in their Eftimates. «* The 
‘© Models of fome have been too narrow to be of 
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s¢ any real or extenfive Ufe. Others have made half 
«¢ their Work confift of detached Epithets, fuftiah 
«¢ Phrafes, and Dictionaries of Rhyme. Some again, 
«© in their Choice of Thoughts, have given us abun- 
‘© dance of Alloy, with very little Ore; and, to 
‘© {well their Volumes, have ftufied them with ufe- 
‘¢ Jefs Matter, long Tranflations, and Paraphrafes 
‘© of well-known Originals. Some have confined 
<< their Collections folely to the Stage ; and others 
** entirely excluded whatever it could fupply. Some 
«¢ have cited their Authors fo blindly, that no Re- 
‘* courfe can be had to their Works; and others 
‘¢ have not quoted them at all. Some, either thro’ 
‘s Tonorance, or want of Care, afcribe to one Au- 
‘¢ thor the Paflages of another; and others, offici- 
«¢ oufly turning Authors themfelves, continually fo- 
‘¢ phifticate what they tranfcribe, and give us their 
‘© own [nterpolations fo blended with their Author’s 
«¢ Senfe, that what.they cite in fuch a Manner can- 
«© not be adjudged either to the one or to the other, 
‘¢ Some injudicioufly extract the worft Parts of their 
‘© Author, and even infert thofe under improper 
‘© Topicks,; and others quote Authors they never 
«¢ look into, but take upon Truft wherever they find 
«¢ them. Some have been fo carelefs as to borrow 
«© Paffages from thofe who ftole them: and all, efpe- 
‘¢ cially our late Compilers, have neglected even to 
‘© look into the many excellent ancient Poets from 
¢¢ whence thefe Volumes are taken. 
This is a Charge fufficiently fevere againft all the 
Performances of this Nature that are of an elder Date 
than what we have now before us. Our Prefacer does 
not expect we fhould receive fuch an Accufation, in 
which fo many Demi- Authors, as I would call them, 
are involv’d, without undeniable Evidence ; and that 
he apprehends will abundantly arife from a View of 
their feveral Labours: Thofe are fo many Vouchers 
of the foregoing Judgment. He has laid before us 
an hiftorical Account of them, in the Order or their 
Publication; from BELVEDERA, or, The Garden 
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of the Mufes, by Fobn Bodenbam, Printed at London, 
in 1600; tothe Complete Art of Poetry, by the re- 
nowned Mr. Gildon, whofe Fame Mr. Pope has im- 
mortalifed in his Dunciad; a kinder Office than he 
could have expected from all his own Mutes, 

This vituperian Tafk being over, our Prefacer 
engages in the more agreeable one of Panegyrick ; 
for which he has an ample Field in the extraordinary 
Abilities and Qualifications of Mr. Hayward, and 
in this Work, that is deficient in no Perfeétion the 
Nature of it will admit of: «¢ It is, he fays, a Kind 
*¢ of Body inftinct with Soul in every Part. Where- 
ever you open it, you are in the Heart of your 
* <a Every Leaf includes many Leffons, 
«s and is a Syftem of Knowledge in a few Lines. It 
is a Guide in the Actions, Paffions, Fortunes, 
Muisfortunes, and all the Viciflitudes of Life, 
The merely fpeculative may here find Experience ; 
the flatter’d, Truth; the diffident, Reiolution ; 
the prefumptuous, Modefty ; the proud, Humi- 
lity; and the powerful, Juftice. Youth and 
Age may improve equally by confulting it: The 
one it directs, the other it admonifhes: Whilft it 
amends the Heart, it informs the Head, and is, 
at the fame time, the Rule of Virtue, and the 
Standard of poetical. Eloquence ; efpecially to 
thofe who can difcern Delicacy of Wit, Dignity 
of Sentiment, and Sublimity of Thought, through 
antiquated Modes of Speech, and the Language 
*° of an Age ago. 
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ARTICLE XxXIX. 


Effais fur la Neceffité & fur les Moyens de plaire. 
A Paris, chez Perault, fils. Quai de Conti, 
vis-a-visla defcente du Ponte-neuf, a la Cha- 
rite, 1738, i. e. Effays on the Necefity and 
Methods of Pleafing. Printed at Paris, &c. 
They are fold in London dy P. Denoyer, at E- 
rafmus’s Head, oppofite Exeter-Exchange in the 
Strand. 12mo. Pages 290, befide the Preface, 


HE Author of this Piece feems to have ftu- 

died the Arts of Life, and to have been well 
acquainted with human Nature; and he has given 
us in this Volume a very inftructive Draught of his 
Experience: He has fet before us, in a fimple, and 
yet an agreeable Manner, the Path that leads to one 
of the greateft Pleafures and Advantages we are ca- 
pable of, that is, the Affection and Benevolence of 
thofe we are concern’d with. ‘This, as he makes it 
appear, in the firft Part of his Work, is not to be 
obtained by the ftricteft Virtue, the greateft Abili- 
ties, Dignity of Birth, Affuence of Fortune, or even 
by the moft beneficial Offices of Friendfhip: Thefe 
indeed may excite and force Efteem, which is the 
Object of a rational Defire; but it is the Love and 
Amity of thofe about us that 1s requifite to the 
Felicity of a Soul endued with focial Difpofitions ; 
And this is not to be obtained without that Sweet- 
nefs and Politenefs of Behaviour which is here de- 
fcribed, and which our Author has laid down the 
Means of acquiring. 

The Art of Pleafing being productive of the hap- 
pieft Confequences, we cannot, as he obferves, be 
too defirous of cultivating it. He has for our Af- 
fiftance therein judicioufly fet forth, not only thofe 
Things which tend to promote, but thofe alfo which 
would prevent our Improvement in it. He deline- 
ates 














































306 The Works of the LEARNED. Aft. 29. 


ates thofe charming Qualities whereby it operates; 
and he fhews how they are to be exerted, to give 
them the utmoft Efficacy. He afterwards demon- 
ftrates of what Ufe the very Defire of Pleafing is, 
by giving us an Idea of thofe Faults in our Hu- 
mour and Conduct, which it entirely corrects, con- 
ceals, or extenuates. 

In the fecond Part of this Treatife the Author 
propofes a Scheme of Education, conformable with 
the Principles he has been eftablifhing. And here, 
in the firft place, we have feveral preliminary Re- 
fle€tions on thofe Ideas which are imprinted on the 
Mind in the earlieft Steps of its Cultivation; and it 
is fhewn of what Moment it is that they be fuch as 
naturally conduce to the real Felicity of our future 
Condition; feeing, in that foft and tender State of 
the Soul, the Impreffions they make are indelible, 
by the moft vigorous Efforts of Nature or Reafon. 
This Subject is of greater Importance than almoft 
any other that can be infifted on. The intrinfic Va- 
Jue of it is not expreffible. But the Misfortune is, 
comparatively few are fenfible of its Utility: And 
who will ftudy or attend to any thing in which they 
difcern no Beauty, or from which they expect no 
Profit? But were Mankind periuaded that the Majo- 
rity of thofe Evils with which Life is difgraced or 
imbitter’d, were the Effects of Mifcarriages in this 
Particular, they would more readily hearken to fuch 
Reflections as thefe of our Author. Were Parents 
convinced, that the beft Foundation they can lay of 
their Childrens Profperity, is a wife and prudent 
Education ; and that without it, whatever elfe they 
can do for them is like to be of little fignificancy. 
Such Treatifes as this before me, in which there are 
many excellent Directions relating thereto, would 
then be in every Hand, and the falutary Rules of 
them practifed with a becoming Application. 

Thofe which our Author lays down in the Sequel 
of this Difcourfe, for infpiring Children with an 
Ambition of pleafing, and furnifhing them with thote 
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Qualities and Acquirements whereby alone they can 
become agreeable, are, I think, very well calculated 
to anfwer fo defirable a Purpofe. They are, perhaps, 
not fo methodically digefted as they might be, (as 
there is fomething in the Genius of the /rench Wri- 
ters that is impatient of that Regularity, to which 
ours ufually confine themfelves) but allowing for 
that, they are excellent, and well adapted to all the 
Circumftances wherein they ought to be of Service. 
I humbly recommend the Perufal of them to all 
that underftand the Language they are wrote in; and 
could wifh they were tranflated into ours for the 
Benefit of thofe who do not, 

The Author has added to thefe Efflays five Fairy 
Tales; wherein he has been careful to exemplify 
the happy Effects of the Precepts he has been deli- 
vering, and the unfortunate Iflue of their Neglect. 
They are Leffons of Wifdom, prepared in fuch a 
Manner as to pleafe the Palates of Children, in 
whom they are defigned to beget an Ambition of 
excelling in thofe Qualifications and Accomplifh- 
ments, that are proper to attract Efteem, the Ap- 
probation and Love of thofe we converfe with, and 
are the Foundation of Honour, Self-fatisfaction, and 
Oppulence, 
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ARTICLE XxXxX. 


Thoughts on Dreaming. Wherein the Notion of 
the Senfory, and the Opinion that it is fhut 
up from the Infpettion of the Soul in Sleep, 
and that Spirits fupply us with all our Dreams, 
are examined by Revelation and Reafon, Oc- 
cafioned by an Eflay on the Phcenomenon of 
Dreaming, ix a Book, Entitled, An Enquiry 
into the Nature of the Human Soul; wherein 
the Immateriality of the Soul is evinced from 
the Principles of Reafon and Philfophy. By 
Tho. Branch. London, Printed for R. Dodf- 
ley, zz Pall-Mall; and J. Jolyffe, in St, 
James’s-Street, 1738. 


H E Writer of this fmall but ingenious Trea- 

tife obierves in the very Beginning of it, That 
ho intelligent Perfons,who have reflected on the Phae- 
nomenon of Dreaming, will regard an-Inquiry a- 
bout it as ufelefs or trifling , fince it is, perhaps, from 
hence that we are furnifhed with one of the moft ob- 
vious. and fatistactory Proofs Reafon affords of the 
Soul’s Exiftence in a feparate State. 

In this Difcourfe Mr. Branch iets before us the 
different, nay, oppofite Lights, wherein the State of 
Sleep has been confidered. .He fpecifies the various 
Hypothefes which have been offered concerning the ef- 
ficient Caufe of Dreaming. He remarks, in rela- 
tion to that of the Author of the Inquiry into the Na- 
ture of ‘the Human Seoul which occatfioned this Piece, 
that it is admirably managed, and carries fomething 
very curious and pleafing in it: Yet it has not in- 
tirely fatisfied him. And he undertakes in the Se- 
quel to fhew, in Oppofition to it, that our ordinary 
Dreams are not effected by Spirits, as it fuppoles. 
But as he does not intend in this Differtation to con- 
fine himfelf only to animadyert on this Gentleman’s 
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Scheme, fo therein he alfo endeavours to demonftrate 
that the Senfory is not immediately neceffary to the Soul 
for producing the common Appearances of Dreaming, 
And as he wifhes to make thefe Sheets of fome Ufe 
_ to Readers, who have not been converfant in Mat- 
ters of this Nature, fo in the Handling of thefe 
Points, he thinks proper to touch a little on the 
Powers or Operations of the Soul; and to promote 
in a more minute andsdiffufed Way, than fpeculative 
Perfons require, 

In the Profecution of his Subje&t he purfues the 
following Method: he confiders, 1. The Manner of 
the Soul’s receiving the Materials of its Knowledge, 
about which it is exercifed when we are awake: And 
2. The Power it has over them when received. He 
then enters upon a very curious Difcuffion of the 
Memory and the Sexfory ; and refutes the Notion of 
the Author of the Juguiry, &Fc. on which his Scheme 
principally turns; and which is, That it is fout up, 
during Sleep, from the Soul’s Infveétion. He defcants 
on the ill Confequences of this Opinion, He then 
takes a View of what Scripture furnifhes us with in 
regard to Dreams; and from the Paffages thence 
colle€ted he deduces certain Inferences. And in the 
Jaft Place he attempts a Solution of the Difficulties that 
occur in accounting for Dreams from Natural Cau/es. 
Inthe whole the Author difcovers himfelf to be a good 
Metaphyfician and no contemptible Reafoner. 
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A Catalogue of Books publifbed this Month, 
1 ie E Modern Englifhman. A Satire. Printed for D. Farmer 


in St. Paul’s Church-Yard, and J. Rovinfon next the One- 
‘Tun in the Strand ; and fold by ‘I’. Cooper in Pater-nofter-Row, 
and J. Graha2m under the Inner-Temple-Gate. Price 1s. 

Of Politenefs. An Epiiile to the Right Hon. William Stanhope, 
Lord Harrington, by the Author of Harlequin-Horace. Printed 
for Meil. Gilliver and Clark, at Homez’s-Head in Fleet ttreet, 
and in Weitminiter-Hall. Price 1s. 

New Practical Improvements and Obfervations on fome of the 
Experiments and Confideiations, touching Colours, of the Hon. 
Robert Boyle, Efq; fo far as they rélate to Tinétures and Pig- 
ments. By Joun Hoornait. Printed for R. Gofling at the 
Crown and Mitre againft Fetter-Lane in Fleet-ftreet. Price ts. 

Memoirs of a Man of Quality. Written originally in French 
by himfelf, after his Retirement from the World. Printed for 
J. Wilford, behind the Chapter-Houfe, St. Paul’s. Price 2s. 6d. 
fewed. 35. bound. 

An Attempt towards the Charaéter of the Royal Martyr King 
Charles I. from Authentic Vouchers. Printed for J. Roberts in 
Warwick-Lane. 

The Art of Preaching. In Imitation of Horace’s Art of Poetry. 
Printed for R. Dodfley, at Tully’s Head in Pall-Mall, and fold 
by T. Cooper in Pater-nofter-Row. Price 15. 

The Second Book of Taffo’s Jerufalem. Tranflated from the 
fralian. By Henry Brooxe, Fiq; Printed for R. Dodfley, at 
Tully’s Head in Pall-Mall, and fold by T. Cooper in Pater-notter- 
Row. Price 1s. 

Hydroftatical and Pneumatical Le&tures. By Rocer Cores, 
A.M. Late Profeffor of Alironomy and Experimental Philofophy 
at Cambridge. Publifh’d with Notes by his Succeffor RopERT 
Smitu, L.L.D. Matter of Mechanicks to his Majefty. Printed 
for the Editor, and fold by Stephen Auften, at the Angle and Bible 
in St. Paul’s Church Yard. Price gs. 

Some Obfervations on the Scheme offer’'d by Meff. Cotton and 
Lediard, for opening the Streets and Paffages to and from the in- 
tended Bridge at Weftmifter. In a Letter from one of the Com- 
miffioners for building the faid Bridge, to Mr. Lediard, and his 
Aniwer, with the Scheme and Plan prefixed. By Tuomas 
Leprarp, Efq; Prined for John Brett and Ruth Charlton, at 
the Golden Ball over-againft St. Clement’s Church, and at the 
Sun in Weftminfler-Hall. Price 1s. 6d. 

The Hiftory of the Conqueft of Mexico by the Spaniards, 
Tranflated into Englifh from the Original Spanith of Don Antonio 
de Solis, Secretary and Hiitoriographer to his Catholick Majefly, 
by Tuomas Townsenp, Efg; late Lieutenant-Colonel in Bri- 
gadier-General Newton’s Regiment. Printed for T. Woodward 
at the Hait-Moon between the two Temple.Gates ; and H. Lintos 
at the Crofs-Keys againit St. Dunftan’s Church in Fleet ftrest. 


